01 JAN 2004
New Year - Cel ebrati on
TENS OF THOUSANDS THRONG STREETS TO USHER 2004

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 1 (Bernamm) -- Tens of thousands of Ml aysi ans
t ook
tothe streets in the federal capital today to usher the New Year

Several streets where the cel ebrati ons were held were cl osed for
revellers to party while concerts invol ving popul ar Mal aysi an
artistes were
on full-swing until m dnight.

Several locations inthe city held their own countdowns to usher
2004,
wi th Dataran Merdeka taking centre stage with about 100, 000 peopl e
converging the historic site to wel come the New Year

New y appoi nted Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi
too had
a busy ni ght, making his rmai den appearance as Prime Mnister at a
New Year
cel ebration, to be with the rakyat to usher in 2004.

Abdul | ah, who t ook over the hel mfromTun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on
Cct
31, attended a New Year concert at the Kuala Lunpur Gty Centre
(KLCO),
whi ch houses the Petronas Twin Towers, the world's second hi ghest
structure.

After spending fifty mnutes there, the Prine Mnister proceeded
to
Dat aran Mer deka where he stayed until the countdown to 2004.

The public, not missing the opportunity, were seen jostling to
shake
hands with the new Prinme M nister with many queuing for hours just
to get a
cl ose | ook at him

Fireworks Iit the city skyline after the stroke of m dnight,
Wwith
traffic coming to a standstill at nmany roads | eading to and fromthe
city
as nmany notorists parked their vehicles on roads to watch the
col our f ul
di spl ay of fireworks.

At the KLCC, a celebration thened " Countdown@LCC 2004" was
or gani sed
wi th an out door concert featuring popul ar Mal aysi an artistes, dance
t roupes
and conedy sket ches.

The concert, which began about 8.45pm featured fanous | oca
artistes
like M Nasir, Ella, Noraniza Idris and Senario. There was al so a
live



cross over, on the giant screen placed at the concert venue, of
Mal aysi an
pop princess Siti Nurhaliza who was perfornming in Pul au Pangkor.
The hi ghlight of the celebration at KLCC was a spectacul ar si x-
phase,
seven-m nute fireworks display featuring the | atest pyrotechnic
effects,
agai nst the backdrop of the Petronas Twi n Towers, which was
specially lit
for the occasion.
At Dataran Merdeka, it was nore traditional songs and dances
Wi th
dancers of the Culture, Arts and Touri smM nistry taking the stage.
There
were al so various cultural dances reflecting the various races
living in
the country.
The "Fi esta Harnony 2004" was organi sed by City Hall (DBKL) and
t he
Kual a Lunpur TourismAction Council and sponsored by Ambank G oup.
Anong
the artistes performng at the concert were Tan Sri SSM Salim KRU
and
Zai nal Abi di n.
As the clock struck mdnight, and with the Prine M nister
joining in
t he countdown, the crowd went wild, with the cel ebrations here
endi ng about
12. 30am
Meanwhi | e t he New Year cel ebration at Bukit Bintang, the city's
gol den
triangle, got to aroaring start with a street fest which began
about
6. 30pm
Held at Fiesta street, Sungai Wang Pl aza, the cel ebration here
i ncl uded
cul tural performances by the Kual a Lunpur City Hall cultural dance

troupe,
the Lee Wei Song School of Music and dragon dance show by Tari an
Naga Na
Tok Kong.

Chinese artistes who performed here included Kit Chan, Seven (a
band),

Ni chol as Teo, Johnson Low, Tan Yi Yi and the Munsters.
At the Mnes Resort City, |ocated 10kmsouth of Kual a Lumpur, a
simlar
cel ebration was hel d offering a new uni que nusi cal drama call ed
"Journey to
the West".
There was al so a prize presentation for the Patriotic Song
Si ngi ng
Conpetition and the Battl e of the Bands organi sed by "Persatuan



Syari kat
Rakaman Bumi putra Ml aysi a."

The sky over the resort city was also |ighted by fireworks at
t he
stroke of m dnight.

Simlar celebrations were also held at Berjaya Ti mes Squar e,
Bangsar,
Sri Hartamas, Mont Kiara, Sunway Resort and Stadi um Merdeka.
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