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Mal aysi a- Chi na
THI RTY YEARS OF GREAT LEAP FORWARD I N M SI A- CHI NA RELATI ONSHI P

By: R Ravi chandran
KUALA LUWUR, May 27 (Bernama) -- On May 28, 1974 when

Mal aysi a' s

second Prime M nister Tun Abdul Razak Hussei n began his six-day

of ficial

visit to the People's Republic of China, history was set to be made.
At that tine the Indo-China War was still raging and the Cold

ar ,

fought largely on ideol ogical differences, was still very much
i ntact.

The Mal aysi an security forces were still fighting the insurgency
nount ed by communi st terrorists and China was perceived by certain
quarters

as bei ng a backer of conmmuni st and subversive novenents and a t hreat
to
l'i beral denocracy.
Faci ng t hese geopolitical devel opnents, Abdul Razak took a brave
and
bol d nove. I n China, Abdul Razak net the then Chi nese Prem er Chou
En- 1 ai
and Chai rman Mao Tse-tung.
A joint comuni que signed on May 31, 1974 by Chou and Abdul
Razak
announced that the two governnents had agreed to establish
di pl omatic
rel ati ons. Mal aysi a becane the first Asean country to establish
di pl omatic
ties with China.
Since then there was no turning back. A new chapter was creat ed.
Kual a Lunpur and Beijing had seen upward trend in their
relations in
the | ast 30 years, enconpasi ng areas such as econony, politics,
cul tural
touri smand educati on.
In the context of the prevailing geopolitical situation, it was
trully
a remar kabl e achi evenrent for Malaysia to establish ties with China
because
of scepticismat that tine.
It was also a major turning point in Malaysia's foreign policy
as the
country was | argely perceived as pro-western at that tine.
"Politically it was a breakthrough...a major step forward for
t he
country. Alot of guts and courages," said Ml aysi a- Chi na Fri endshi p
Associ ation president Dr M K. Raj akunar.
Raj akumar sai d Abdul Razak succeeded in maki ng Mal aysia to be



seen as
an i ndependent, non-aligned nation.

Hi story |l ecturer Abdul Rahman | snmil of Universiti Sains
Mal aysi a' s
(USM School of Humanities said Abdul Razak's far-sighted nove had
proven
to be right despite scepticismfromcertain quarters over having
ties with
conmuni st Chi na.

"Maybe it is a way for us to show our freedom (fromWstern
i nfl uence
inforeign policies). That time, people were sceptic whether the
move was
ri ght or the otherw se,"” said Abdul Rahman who has vast experience
in the
field of Sino-Japanese history.

Based on history, Sino-Mlaysia friendship and people to people
cont act
dat ed back to nore than 2,000 years ago. The first official contact
was
when Admiral Cheng Ho, who made seven historic expeditions from
Chinato
Sout heast Asia and other parts of the world, arrived in Melaka in
m d 1405

Several years after Abdul Razak's visit, there was constant
hi gh-1 eve
exchange of visits to cenent existing ties and expl ore new areas of
cooperati on.

Anong them Vi ce-Prem er Deng Xi aopi ng visited Malaysia in 1978
foll owed by the visits by Vice-Prem er Tian Jiyun (1986), Prenier Li
Peng
(1990 and 1997), Vice-Prenier Yao Yilin (1992), Chairman of the
CPPCC Li
Rui huan (1995) and Prem er Zhu Rongji (1999).

Presi dent Yang Shangkun visited Ml aysia in 1990 and 1992,
foll oned by
Ji ang Zenmi n who nade an official visit in 1994 and again in 1997 and
1998
to attend Asean-rel ated neetings while Vice-President Hu Jintao
visited in
2002.

On the Mal aysi an side, Abdul Razak's visit to China had led to
nor e
trips, by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong and former Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who visited China six times between 1985 and 2001

Sul tan Azl an Shah made the trip in 1990 and 1991, Tuanku Ja' af ar
Tuanku
Abdul Rahman in 1997 and Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah (2001).

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , who visited
Chi na
Sept enber | ast year when he was the Deputy Prime Mnister, wll
begin a



five-day official visit to China today at the invitation of the

Chi nese

government and to commenor ate the 30t h anni versary of establishnment
of

di pl omatic rel ati ons between the two countries.

Fromthe 1990s, Ml aysi a-Sino rel ationship reached new | evel s of
devel opnment with cooperation and contacts i n various areas such as
tourism
education, cultural, science and heal th.

The nost visible area of cooperation could well be in econonic
and
trade.

Wth sone 1.3 billion popul ati on and a purchasi ng strength of US
$6. 3
trillion (RM23.94 trillion) plus strong econoni ¢ growt h, Chi na bei ng
Asia's
second | argest econony provi des one of the best nmarket for Ml aysi an
products and expansi on of trade.

In 2002, with bilateral trade reaching US$14 billion (RVb2. 2
billion),
for the first tine, Ml aysia becanme the | argest Asean tradi ng
partner for
Chi na, repl acing Si ngapore.

In fact bilateral trade had been on the uptrend ever since
di pl omatic
relations started, with [ ess then US$100 million in 1974 to about US
$20
billionin 2003. It is expected to hit US$25 billion in 2005.

In the year 2000, the Bank of China set up its branch in Kual a
Lunpur
and two years later, the People' s Bank of Chi na and Bank Negara
Mal aysi a
signed an agreenent on bil ateral exchange of currenci es.

The rel ati onship had been on a win-win situation. Malaysia is
China's
18t h |l argest investor, while Chinais Malaysia' s ninth | argest
i nvestor.

"Future Mal aysia-China relations will continue to be
characterised by
strong econonmic ties. This is so nore with China's expandi ng
econony, " said
Abdul Rahman.

Peopl e-t o- peopl e contact had been also on the rise. In 2001
about
460, 000 Chinese tourists visited Mal aysia and the figure increased
to
560, 000 i n 2002.

On the international front, Ml aysia and China, whichis a
per manent
nenber of the United Nations Security Council and a nucl ear power,
shared
simlar views on many i ssues such as on Iraq and Pal esti ne,



terrorism
gl obal i sati on and regi onal security.

Bei ng a di al ogue partner of Asean and a nenmber of the Asean
Regi ona
Forum (ARF), China had shown its seriousness as a responsibl e
partner to
hel p pronote regi onal stability as evident when it signed the
accession to
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) |ast year to
pronote regional peace and stability.

The then Vice-President Hu Jintao (now president) during his
visit to
Mal aysia in April 2002 had said Beijing viewed all countries as
equal s,
irrespective of their size and it opposed policies |ike the strong
| ordi ng
over the weak and the big bullying the snall

Abdul Rahman al so stressed that the establishment of Ml aysi a-
Chi na
di pl omatic rel ati ons 30 years ago and t he nany positive devel opnents
after
that had not only benefited the two countries but contributed
i nmensely to
the overall regional peace and stability.

As the two countries celebrate the 30th anniversary of their
di pl omatic
ties and 2004 bei ng decl ared t he Si no- Mal aysi a Fri endshi p Year,
Kual a
Lunmpur and Beijing are poi sed for greater heights in their bilateral
rel ations.
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