21 AUG 2004
Abdul | ah- Kor ea
Tl GHT PROGRAMVE AVAI TS ABDULLAH I N LANDVARK VI SIT TO SEOUL

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

SEQUL, Aug 21 (Bernama) - A tight programe capped with talks with
Sout h Korean President Roh Mbo-hyun awaits Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw
on his first visit here as prine mnister beginning tonorrow

Abdul | ah and Roh, who both assuned office |ast year, would hold
di scussions at the Presidential Blue House (Cheong Wa Dae) on Monday.

Apart frombilateral matters, the two | eaders are expected to discuss
regi onal cooperation notably the "Asean plus Three" process and
i nternational issues particularly on Irag.

Abdul | ah woul d be accorded an official welcom ng cerenony at the garden
of the Blue House where he woul d i nspect a guard of honour and | ater
i ntroduce nenbers of his del egation to Roh.

Among those in the Mal aysi an side woul d be Hi gher Educati on M nister
Datuk Dr Shafie Salleh and Foreign Mnistry Parliamentary Secretary Datuk
Zai nal Abidin O hman, both of whom arrived here this norning.

Entrepreneur and Cooperative Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mohaned Khal ed
Nordi n and Tourism M nister Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad are expected to
arrive together with Abdull ah tonorrow night.

Mal aysi an anmbassador to South Korea Datuk M Sant hananaban said the
prime mnister had actually planned to nake the visit nuch earlier after
taking office | ast year.

"This visit can be seen as a courtesy visit because Korea is an
i mportant country in Ml aysia's nei ghbouring Asia Pacific region...Korea is
an inportant participant in the Asean plus Three process," he told
Mal aysi an journalists covering the trip here.

Since comng into office, Abdullah has visited all the other nine Asean
menbers as well as China and Japan, the other two countries apart from
South Korea in the Asean plus Three process.

Sant hananaban said the prime mnister's visit would also be in tandem
with a tradition held by Mal aysia and South Korea since diplomatic ties
were established in 1960.

"If you go back over the last 40 years, every president of Korea has
visited Mal aysia and every prime mnister of Ml aysia has been on official
visit to Korea.

"So this is a continuation of a tradition that has been established by
our previous prinme mnisters. W have also had a visit by the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong here in 2002," he said.

The last visit by a Malaysian prime mnister to South Korea was by Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in May, 2002.

Sant hananaban said Abdullah's visit was a cel ebration of friendship
that Mal aysia had with South Korea, which had been made stronger since the
i npl enentati on of the Look East Policy in 1992.

"It is atinm to take stock of all the achievenents in our bilateral
rel ati ons, how good the friendship is.

"Speaking of this, | nmust say that there are no problens in
Mal aysi a- Korea relations, our Prine Mnister is making a visit at a tine
when there are no i ssues, no thorny issues to handle," said Sant hananaban.

The prime mnister would begin his heavy schedul e on Monday by laying a
wreath at the National Menorial Tower and i mmedi ately after that heads back
to his hotel to open a business forum organi zed by the Ml aysian Industri al
Devel opnent Authority (M DA) and the Mal aysia External Trade Devel opnment
Cor poration (Matrade).



He woul d then attend a | uncheon hosted by the Federation of Korean
I ndustries before departing for the wel com ng cerenony and his talks with
t he Sout h Korean president.

Roh woul d | ater host a dinner at the Blue House. On Tuesday, Abdullah
wi |l neet South Korean captains of industry before neeting some 250
Mal aysi an students.

He will then hold a nedia conference, which according to Ml aysi an
officials, was expected to be attended by up to 100 Korean, international
and Mal aysi an nedi a representatives covering the trip.

After lunch, the prime mnister would depart for the Seoul Metropolitan
Government Bui |l di ng where he woul d be conferred the Freedomto the Cty of
Seoul Award by mayor Lee Myung- bak.

Abdul I ah is scheduled to | eave for hone after the event.
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