19 JUL 2004

TI MBER G FT TO MJUGABE DCES NOT | NFRI NGE GOVT GUI DELI NES, SAYS
ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, July 19 (Bernama) -- The gift of some RMLOO, 000
wor t h of
ti mber given by former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad to
Pr esi dent
Robert Miugabe of Zi mbabwe di d not infringe government gui delines,
said
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmmad Badawi .

"As such, the governnent has no basis to prosecute forner prine
m nister for the gift he gave to Presi dent Miugabe," the prine
m ni ster said
inhiswitten reply to Teresa Kok Suh Si m ( DAP- Seput eh) during
guestion
time in the Dewan Rakyat here today.

He said tinber which was used by Mugabe for panelling his
resi dence was
agift froma head of state to another head of state and "...a
normal thing
ininternational diplonacy."

As such, Abdullah said the tinber was viewed as a gift fromthe
Mal aysi an governnment to President Mugabe i n recognition of his
position as
t he head of the Zi nbabwean governnent.

He said al t hough there were guidelines pertaining to gifts to be
gi ven
to foreign | eaders, there was none on the val ue of the gifts.

This woul d be up to the discretion of the palace or the Prine
M nister's Departnent and did not require the approval of the
Cabi net, he
sai d.
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