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Abdul | ah- 1 ntervi ew
TRANSCRI PT OF PM S | NTERVI EW OVER RTM

PUTRAJAYA, July 8 (Bernama) -- Follow ng is the question and
answer
transcript of aninterviewover RTMs TV1 with Prinme M ni ster Dat uk
Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi toni ght.

The prime mnister was interviewed by Berita Harian G oup Editor
Hi shanuddi n Aun and Ber nama News Edit or Ahnad Zuki man Zain, with
Dat uk
Johan Jaaffar as noderat or

Q Wth the huge mandate (in the March general election) and
such a
hi gh | evel of support, does this nean that the governnent that you
| ead
wi Il be nuch nore prepared to |listen and give roomfor differences
in
opi ni ons?

A: | take it that such a huge nmandat e neans hi gher expectations
and
probably giving rise to inpatience, everyone wants to see everything
bei ng
done in big volunes and done very fast. And taking into the account
t he
mani festo presented to the people during the election. | fully
under st and
this. And so the thing that needs to be done as soon as | formed the
new
governnent is howto inplenent. But before that, when | was al ready
t he
prime mnister, as soon as Dr Mahat hir (Mhanad) handed over power
to ne, |
had started to think about this. Wat kind of ideas that need to be
i ntroduced, what ki nd of approach that needs to be introduced at
that tinme,
just like the approach that | spoke about at that tinme, whichis we
want to

cooperate even after our victory, | said work with ne and not for
ne. Al

this is testing ground before the el ection to see that kind of
approach

acceptable to the people, not just to nake them happy but an
approach t hat

isrealistic, that can bring about changes that we desire because |
hold to

t he phil osophy that the success of the governnent nust nmean t he
success

where the people are involved in. The people play an inprtant part



to
cooperate and to hel p. And in the nanifesto, | said this: to enpower
t he
peopl e, the enpowerment of the people. Wth that, the governnent and
the
party will feel energised due to the people's support.
Secondly, | knowthat | inherited a big success, a nationa
devel opnent
t hat before nme was headed by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at that
tinme,
now Tun Mahathir. My stand is that whatever | inherit shoul d be
mai nt ai ned
so as not to be anything | esser, and one that does not shrink. But
at the
same tine | need to ensure that what needs to be done is to find new

targets and strive to achieve a better future. | | ook at Vision 2020
not at

the same | evel but sonething that is already nore advanced. | | ook
at

Vi sion 2020 as a target that is well ahead and above us. This nmeans
that |

have to strive to find an approach that will enabl e the peopl e and
t he

nation to achi eve sonet hi ng which we hope will be even better. So
from

t hese approaches that | inherited, | have to ensure and | have to
work so

t hat we become better, we will inprove on our achi evenents and then
emner ged

those ideas that | have cone out with before the manifesto was
witten

whi ch received positive reaction in that we nmust change our m ndset
and

attitude. W have to change our m ndset and attitude to enable us to
wor k

harder and we rmust work wi th the objective of achieving excellence.
We nust

enbrace a cul ture of high perfornmance. Ml aysi ans nust adopt a

cul ture of

hi gh performance, nothing l ess. Wth that we nmust achi eve excel | ence
but

excel | ence al one i s not good enough. Anmong t hose who are excel |l ent,
we want

to achieve glory and with glory, we nust achi eve distinction. If
this is

our attitude and if we are steadfast in our determnation for high
per f or mance whet her they are students at schools, entrepreneurs,
traders,

teachers, acadenicians, admnistrators, no matter who they are but
if

everyone wants to be successful, then | believe sonme of the

obj ectives of



Vi sion 2020 can be achi eved earlier than the year 2020. But with
this kind
of attitude that | do not translate into specific targets, or into
specific
vol umes or nonetary terns, but with the attitude that we have and in
our
own way, we can go farther than Vision 2020. It will always remain
W th us.
So with the attitude of excellent, glory and distinction, in one
shot we
can be nmore conpetitive. W have to be able to conpete, if not we
can't be
excel | ent because we have to conpete with other countries at al
times,
what nore in this present world of globalisation, Iiberalisation,
conpetition, we have to conpete to get a market share, we can't run
away
formthis and so we have to equi p ourselves to get that conpetitive
edge.
The quesion is howto enabl e the peopl e, enable the governnment, for
exanpl e, and then howto enable the private sector. W want themto
hol d
fast to good governance, all nust have integrity, all nust be
cl ean, al
nmust be efficient for us to eradicate corruption, we nust al so
m ni m se
bureaucracy, red-tape that sl ows us down nust be swept aside. So
ot her
projects we will have to intropduce one by one and in this
situation, |
hope we wi || bring about big changes to our mindset, attitude, the
way we
work and with this, we introduce projects one by one, God wlling,
it owill
bring us sucess.
Q Eight nonths actually are a short tine. Are you satisfed with
what
you achi eve or what have you expected to achi eve during this period?
A:. The bi ggest thing that has happened during these ei ght nont hs
and
whi ch has really given various kinds of awareness to ne is the
result of
the general election during this period. This neans the response
fromthe
peopl e. And fromthe people's response, | have al ready begun to
under st and
that t he peopl e are demandi ng and expecti ng sonething. It becones a
pressure. But there are things that we cannot inplenent quickly. If
there
is pressure, thereis a good feeling, yes, it forces us to work. But
| know
toimplement all these will take time. But | have already started



what we

shoul d achieve | ater whether it has to do with fighting corruption,
enhanci ng effi ci ency, reduci ng bureaucracy whet her through buil di ng
up

integrity, good governance, transparency, disclosure, these are
bei ng done

by the private sector. But what we started today or started in the
past

t hree nonths may not show obvious results yet. This is because if
let's say

if we are tal king about district offices, we have actual |y reduced
their

backl og, especially in the issuance of land titles which previously
ran

into thousands, some 63 per cent has been cl eared. There are al so

i nprovenents in counter-services. But what | want is that these

i nprovenents are clear for everyone to see. For the police,
certainly the

big job was the creation of the Royal Conmmi ssion and | really hope
t hat

thi s commi ssi on can cone out with concrete reconmendati ons to us.
Efforts

now are focused on i ntensifying nodern agricul tural devel oprment.
Thi s has

al so started. In education, we have also started. It's set. People
say if

we want to run, whether we want to run 100 yards or marathon, we
have bl own

the whistle. But there is one thing | amhappy with is that with the
econony in deficit, we are able to contain the deficit to prevent it
from

wi deni ng because if the deficit wi dens, everybody will be worried
and it

m ght nean the country's rating will come down. If it comes down

t hen

i nvestnent won't come and business will be danpened. | have al ready
said

that we are going to be cautious and prudent so that we can contain
t he

deficit. Besides, we are going to see to it that when we spend we
will take

in account the deficit because if we don't, it will inpact
negatively on

us. But not to the extent of being too scared to spend that we cut,
don't

spend here, don't spend there, all is cut, cut, cut. If this
happens, it

will result in our economy shrinking, there'll be a contraction of
t he

econony and this brings about other negative effects because the
economny
does not grow.



W take the approch, okay we do it progressively, we cut and at
t he
same time we have to spend,too. Thisis a nust. And to do this takes
tine,
t0oo. Because we have to rearrange, we have to rel ook at how, there
are
t hose who al ready got LO (Letter of Invitation) but suddenly are
not
cal | ed, what has hapapned? Is it because of bei ng bankrupt, those
who
al ready got Letter of Award (LOA) can't even start work. What is
happeni ng,
whet her we need to cancel. | hear so nany stories. It's okay. They
are
patient. Yesterday, | announced RVMB.5 billion worth of high-priority
projects will be speedily inplenented and with the noney that we
have,
t hanks God, we are able to i nplenment and our deficit is not
wor ryi ng. And
at thistime | can say there is still the good feeling. That is why
our
econony in the first quarter was at 7.6 per cent and for the second
quarter
there is still hope to achieve nore than 7 per cent, God wlling.

Q There are peopl e who are aski ng whet her the government still

has
nmoney?

A. There is noney but we have to be prudent in our spending.

Q Inthe last general election, one factor was obvi ous and t hat
was

the feel good feeling and you just nmentioned the chal |l enges that
have to be

faced which give the expectation to the people. Wat is the
governnent's

next step?

A: | indicated earlier what we have started now, we have started
several programes and this will continue for along tine. If we
mention
that we want to i nprove the efficiency of the adnministration, it is
not
only in the procedural aspects that we need to inprove.

Wrkers have to be given retraining to keep abreast of new
policies
that we i npl emented t hat they nust understand. And i n educati on too,
we
have started, for exanple, we want to have snmart schools, we have to
bui | d,
build, build. There is no noney to build all these and this wll
take a
long time. So | say we don't have to try to build nore.



Don't build nore but we want to create smart school concept, we
want to
nmake the present schools smart. W don't have to build new school s
and cal
themsmart schools. But make the present schools smart.

So with the large allocations set aside to build smart school s,
we can
provide theinfrastructure, i nformati on communi cati ons t echnol ogy
(1cm
facilities, and convert the existing schools into snart school s.
This is
one exanpl e.

And t he deci sion made during the era of Tun Dr Mahathir
(Mohanad) ,
science, mathematics, all have to be inplenented. It will take time
to
i mpl ement all these. W don't want to neglect.

Besi des, we want to inprove the curriculum In the agriculture
sector,
we have al so started. Earlier, when | started to tal k about
agricul ture,
peopl e said what is this Pak Lah is tal ki ng about agriculture.

Why choose agriculture? We tal k about the industrial sector, the
manuf act uri ng sector but now tal ki ng about the old sector, a sector
whi ch
i s not conpetive enough. That is wong.

That viewis now a big mstake. If now we have technol ogy,
bi ot echnol ogy whi ch can be conbi ned with I CT, which can be conbi ned
With
t he nechani sati on programme, with that we can use nmachines in the
pl antati ons, then we can produce better agriculture produces, better
quality and that will possibly bring success to the small and nedi um
i ndustries all together.

Q But it looks only a revolution in the agriculture sector can
change
the farmng style in the country?

A: | have foreseen it will beconme like this. | think there are
sever al
factors. The agriculture sector has the potential to create new
sour ces of
i ncome, increase earnings and wealth. Secondly, with the agro-based
i ndustrialisation programme to create small and medi ument erpri ses,
what
does it mean? It nmeans there is increased income, it nmeans thereis
new
weal th and what is nore inportsant to me is the rural peoel pl e who
are
invol ved in agriculture are being brought into the snall and nedi um
i ndustry sector. Another thing is that in the context of increasing
t he



nurmber of Mal ays and Bumi puteras in trade and i ndystry, what we are
doi ng

inagriculture such as this at one shot will increase Bum puteras
who are

traders and who are involved in smal |l business. So we have created a
change

fromthis perspective. And al so when we use the approach | mentioned
earlier, the biotechnol ogy and | CT approach, the production of goods
will
i ntpove. Recently | opened an Agri-Bazaar where there was a
denpnstration
by a woman entrepreneur in making tapioca crackers but after being
t aught
on the proper ways of packagi ng, t he product | ooks neat, clean,
attractive
and the quality of the crackers iwal so good, and she is al so taught
on the
mar ket i ng of products which was done by computers and she has a
webpage>
She showed ne a |ist of departmental stores or supermarkets which
are her
clients. They already know her and they order straight fromher. So
| was
told by Tan Sri Muhyiddin (Yassin) that her sal es have reached RML
mllion.
So here it is, use conputers, use other nethods, then with
bi ot echnol ogy
one can make better quality tapi oca products and derive hi gher
i nconme. And
we are going to use this nodel approach for other products as well.
So this
woman, if previously her husband only planted tapi oca, selling the
t api oca
by the roadsi de, now she turned it into sonething that can be an
agr o- based
i ndustry. They are now snmall entrepreneurs, no | onger just farners,
but
smal | entrepreneurs. It creates newwealth, they already have an
i ndustry.
I f people like themincrease i n nunbers, even now the Agro-Bazaar
has 800
people and if this increases then we can expect the rural areas to
noder ni se, noderni sation of the rural sector through the
noder ni sati on of
agriculture.

Q The weakest link in the agriculture sector is marketing. This
is one
area whi ch needs to be tackled to enabl e our farmers earn better
i ncone.

A: Today we have started to enpower, increase the efforts of
those in



the rural areas. But this matter is for all, not only for the
Mal ays, but
to all the people irrespective of their race and their religion
But as we know, rural areas are nostly Ml ays, many Bum putras
are
involved in the agriculture sector which we are trying to noderni se.

Q You are passionate about issues relating to the people at
| arge, and
| wishtorelate the efforts taken to inprove the ability and the
strength
of the Mal ays. Are you satisfied with the achi evenents of the Ml ays
after
t he New Econonmic Policy, for instance at this stage?

A At this stage we have nmade achi evenents. Those days, people
said we
coul dn' t see Buni putra busi ness and entrepreneur comunity, nowt hese
groups
have energed. The question is howto equip themso that they will be
much
stronger and nore conpetitive, and it is inportant they conpete
wi t hout the
"crutches" forever.

Last tinme | told themto throwthe crutches, neaning there
cannot be
hel ped forever. They are capable. And today there are Bum putera
conpani es
whi ch do not need assistance. W want to enlarge this group

I amnot saying that the specific rights given to Bumi putera
based on

pol i ci es which we have i nplenmented and still inplenmenting, | amnot
sayi ng
throw, throw, throw and di scard.

No. Still they can be used but besides that, we want these
capabl e

groups to strive, the able ones to succeed further, try to be on
your own.

Make sure you can try yourself. This is what | want nost. W
have
reached a stage where we want to i ncrease the Malay community
i nvol ved in
busi ness -- nore sel f-made busi nessnen and entrepreneurs, not
i ncrease the
nunber of conmi ssion agents only.

Conmi ssi on agents, so to speak, are not businessnmen, not
entrepreneurs
because they only find, hel p and nake a proj ect successful until the
t ender
stage, then there is comm ssion.

This is al so a business, | amnot saying this is not a business,
| am



not saying this is not a good busi ness but we do not want to create
a Mal ay
comuni ty who does busi ness by taki ng comm ssion only.

We want themto be solid businessmen, one that is built on
entrepreneurship. That will [ast better, they will not rely on ot her
peopl e. Don't depend on ot her people.

| f other people do not do business then they will not get the
conmi ssion. That is the direction which we are goi ng.

God willing, we can see real, solid, very entrepreneuria
Mal ays,

Mal ays who are entrepreneurs in spirit.

Q You rmade two maj or announcenents that shoul d make many happy.
One,
to i ncrease the devel opment expenditure under the Ei ghth Mal aysi a
Pl an. The

| at est, yesterday you announced projects worth RVMB.5 billion. There
are two

questions. Firstly, we still hear conplaints, especially from

Bumi putera

contractors who say paynents are still late. Secondly, contracts are
not as

many as before. There i s one group whi ch sees you as often maki ng

bi g

announcenents as t hough you are taki ng the populist approach. How
are you

going to counter such a perception?

A Well, this is what people say. |If you take the populist
approach, he
has no intention to spend, to work, this is not the approach
Forever, |
will not agree with the populist approach. But if | announce
sonet hi ng t hat
| want to do because peopl e feel happy about it and the programme
becones a
popul ar progranme, it's not nme who becones popul ar. That's what |
want
nost. Also, inthis matter, the Mal ay Chanber of Commerce of
Mal aysi a
Presi dent Datuk Rahman Mydin told nme recently that a RML20 nillion
bi Il has
not been paid yet. Wy this happened? Wiy was | not told about it?
won' t
knowif |'mnot told. | straight away spoke to Tan Sri Nor Mhaned
Yakcop
(Second Finance Mnister). | said, tell ne the mnistry responsible.
He
told ne the ministry responsible. | asked why thi s happened? Do t hey
face
shortage of funds? Neverthel ess, | said you pay first fromthe
Treasury.
Later, the ministry's problem we'll talk tothe mnistry. Don't try
to



settle with the mnistry and del ay paynent. Three days | ater, he
sai d

everyt hi ng has been paid. The mi nistry concerned has paid... should
be

alright.

Q But can the Prinme Mnister afford to make such a deci sion
everytine?

A:. That has becone m cro managenent. |f micro nanagenent is to
manage
everything, it's inmpossible. W want to carry out agriculture
projects for
Bumi puteras. Bumi puteras will play a big role. Because nany of them
are
involved in agriculture. And they will have a big role in this
matter. The
programe to i ndustrialise the agriculture sector will nmake them
traders
and entrepreneurs, Thanks God, on the RMB.5 billion, that's after |
reviewed. W want to re-arrange according to priorities. W want to
spend
now for the progranmes we added on RMLO billion, including for
proj ects we
have i npl ement ed, projects which will create spin-offs, profits and
besi des
that contribute to national econom c growth

Q We tal k about Bumi putera economic strength, we nust accept
the fact
that the total equity market has not reached a remnarkabl e | eve
conpared to
ot her races. Do you feel this Ml ay agenda needs to be conti nued?
And what
policy statement will you nmake on this matter?

A: There are other things which | want to i npl ement to hel p what
is
cal l ed the Mal ay econony. Actually, it need not be called Ml ay
econony and
non- Mal ay econony because Mal ay Bumi putera i s the group i n which
t he
agenda to restructure spoci ety under the New Economic Policy is
sonet hi gn
whi ch until today has not been achi eved due to changi ng
Ci rcunst ances.

Since the 70s until today, many econom c crises took place
i ncl udi ng
the currency crisis. The currency crisis has reduced the percent age
of
Bum putera participationinthe business sector. The nunber of
Bumi putera
conpani es has shrunk , the percentateg dropped. So we have to strive
harder. To nme obvi ousl ky we say strenngtheni ng the Bunm puetrr



psosi tion
wi || bedone and regard who | an doing in the agrocultral sector and
ot hers
will beintensified. Nowwe see industries in villages and t hose
related to
carpentery and handi craft. Now | see batik has potential. Although
batik is
not my effort, it is ny wife Endon's effort.

Now | see batik (industry) has produced many successfu
Bumi put er as.
How to gi ve nore val ue, howto conpete in the markets. That is why
Mal aysi an batik is not only for our |ocal markets. It shoul d be nade
an
i nternational brand which can be called ethnic product that is

popul ar in
the international market, |ike ethnic fashion, fabric and ot hers.
Batik is

actual ly us.

Mal aysi ans are al so using batik. It has becone Ml aysi an bati k.
So
ot hers must come forward. Qur peopl e can do many things. But our
problemis
we | ack in research and devel opnent. In terns of design we are not
very
good. Conmercialisationis even worse, they don't have the ability
inthis
area.

I have spoken to the Universiti Teknologi Mara (U TM and we
have
agreed to establish the “Tunas Mekar' programe.

We take those who have qualified fromUtMin the rel ated
studies --
busi ness managenent, nmarketing and we establ i sh cooperati on.

Say Pak Din has a new product. We hope the younger generation
wll be
fam liar with Pak Din and becone interested. He will becone
entrepr eneur
and expand the busi ness.

W take conputers 40 years ago as anexanpl e. But when the
entrepreneurs' childrenreturn with the expertise and qualification
in
engi neering, they will becone the entrepreneur of their fathers
busi nesses.

There are al so children today who expand their fathers' past
busi nesses
and make it stronger now. The children then become successfu
entrepreneurs.

Why can't today's children | ook at their father's business? They
don't
see there is weal th, bigger opportunity in the future.

Their father too don't see the small busi ness can be expanded.
He woul d



prefer to see his children becone a clerk or a manager, don't have
to work
i ke the father and waste away their |ives.

Q Ummo divisions began their neetings today. What are your
hopes and
advice to party nenbers?

A: | hope the party elections will proceed snoothly. W want
Umo to be
strong and united. W've just held the general election. To
i npl ement what
we have promi sed the people in the el ection, we need strength, a
strong
gover nment supported by the party's strength. If we have problens in
t he
party, arguments in party el ections, this will weaken us, weaken the
party,
weaken t he government. If Umo is weak, it can al so weaken Bari san
Nasi onal
(BN). Hence, surely the people will be di sappointed. |' mconfused
(peopl e
say), we give you nandate, a bigger nmandate, but you forget to give
attention to the country, Wat i s happeni ng? Peopl e are waiting,
Wth such
a big mandate is Umo working (or) doesn't want to shoul der the
responsi bilities entrusted upon them Sone people will talk like
that, who

are asking "Pak Lah, what's happeni ng?". | say party el ections
shoul d go

on, it cannot be postponed or cancelled. Only, | hope foll ow
procedures,

conduct the meetings well, followour constitution so that there'l
be no

trouble, no fights. Let's not after the party contests, after party
el ections are over, everything is over...the ugly effect of the
el ections,
we quarrel again. What | worry is the SM5 (short nmessagi ng service),
poi son-pen letters, e-mail and all sorts of things, concocting
endl ess
stories, fictitious tales nerely towininthe election, hurling al
sorts
of accusations. These are all not good. If these are sl anders,
everything
will be spoilt. This is not good. If corruption is not condoned but
politicking permts such things, character assassination, sl anders,
concocting stories nerely to toppl e the people considered to be
enem es,
eventual Iy nothing good will be achieved.

Q In facing the party contests, we see various reactions at the
di visional |evel. There are those who are positive about contests,
t hen
there are al so those who are whi npering, saying there ought not be a
chal | enge, probably because of their positions inthe governnent and



so on.
What's your view on this?
A | can't control people's opinions that hev been issued on
vari ous
matters. It's not at the Supreme Council |evel, at the divisiona
| eve
there's opi ni ons expressed that there shouldn't be a fight for the
di vi si on
chief's post, at the branch | evel al so people are saying there
shoul dn't be
contests. These ideas surfaced all over the place, we hear all kinds
of
things. Whatever it is, we can't avoid contests fromtaking pl ace.
But what | hope is that, these contests are held in a healthy
manner ,
That's my hope, healthy...that they woul d woul d not bring about
negative
effects that will weaken the party.
Q Looki ng back at the 252 days that you have been prine
mnister, are
there nmonents that you are happiest with?

A. Happi est nmonments..| don't know what are the happi est nonents.
| am
al ways happy.

Q Probably the huge victory in the general election?

A:. Probably the big win was a happy monment for ne, to recapture
Terengganu. | didn't expect...Wwen | was in the car, soneone phoned
to say,

Pak Lah, Terengganu has been recaptured. | said Thanks God, Ch God,
we have

won, | didn't realise | shed tears. Endon said, Eh, you' re crying.
Tears

dropped without ne realising it.

Q During the election, you said that BN el ected representatives
will
be asked to submit a quarterly report. Are you now expecting themto
do so?

A. There are those who sent such report to ny office, others
t hr ough
the office of the Chief Secretary to the Governnment. There are al so
those
who ask for sonme nore tinme, to get nore details. It's okay. If
anyt hi ng,
it's for the good of all. Firstly, it enables us to know what we are
doi ng.

Secondly, it is for themto keep record of devel opnment in their
particualr

areas. There are records kept by the el ected representatives and
this can

be used al so by the District Oficers, can be used by the Econonic
Pl anni ng

Unit on devel opnent projects whether they are big, nediumor snal



intheir
areas. The purpose is, it is nore like a feedback so that we are in
t he
know. Al this can be used as inputs when planning the Ninth
Mal aysi a Pl an.
There are advantages if we do so.
- - BERNAMA
MAM AZZ AU
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