30 JAN 2004
Mahat hir-Interpretation
TUN DR MAHATHI R SUGGESTS " | JTI HAD TO AVO D CONFUSI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 30 (Bername) -- Forner Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad t oday suggested that an “ijtihad" or thorough study be
carried out
on the conflicting interpretations which | ead to confusion on |Islam

He said the proposed "ijtihad" nust involve all groups including
experts on religion and other fields to study the conflicting
interpretations in detail

"The invol venent of experts in other fields apart fromreligion
is
necessary because know edge has progressed rapidly. W cannot reject
know edge as this may bring negative effects to the Muslins and t he
religion," he said.

He said this in his speech at the Special Convocation of
Uni versit
Mal aya, here today. At the convocation, he was conferred the
honor ary
Doct or of |slam ¢ Thought (DI slanrh) by UM Chancel | or Sultan Azl an
Shah.

Al so present at the cerenony were UM Pro-Chancel |l or Raja Dr
Nazrin Shah
[ bni Sultan Azl an Shah and Dr Mahathir's wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohanmad
Al

“"Iterpretations are made based on t he assessnent and
under st andi ng of
ordi nary humans, it is not necessarily the same with religion. Thus,
studying and re-interpreting the conflictinginterpretations which
are
detrinental to the foll owers, does not nmean rejecting the religion
or
questioning the faith. Qur intellect can assist in making the
interpretation,” Dr Mahathir said.

In addition, he said, the divergent interpretations could al so
prevent
the Muslins fromenjoying God's bl essings and coul d possibly lead to
di vi si on and di sasters.

"The foundation and fundanentals of Islamsuch as belief in
Al ah and
that the Prophet Mihanmad was Hi s nessenger, the tenets of Islam the
Al
Quran and Hadith certainly cannot be di sputed, but as
interpretations on
the i ssue over the contents of the Al -Quran and Hadith are exposed
to the
i nadequaci es of the interpreter, thereis apossibility that Mislins



are
not benefiting fromtheir religion," he said.

"Not using the intellect to study and endorse the
i nterpretati ons nade
by ordi nary humans, no matter how religi ous he may be, would nean
rejecting
the bl essings of Allah S WT for the benefit of human beings in the
pr esent
worl d and the hereafter," he said.

He said | sl amwoul d not be associated with failure and terrorism
if
I slam c teachings were interpreted accurately and taught to the
Muslim
community correctly.

The confernent of the highest degree was the first to be given
to a
fornmer | eader of an Islam c country by the university in recognition
of Dr
Mahat hir's contri butions and i deas t owar ds economni ¢ devel oprent,
adm ni stration, education and Islam c politics in Ml aysia and at
the
i nternational |evel

Earlier, UM Vice-Chancell or Datuk Prof Dr Hashi m Yaakob
delivered a
16- page speech whi ch, anong ot hers, highlighted significant events
t hroughout Dr Mahathir's 22-year stint as the premer

Wien nmet after the convocation, he said the first confernent in
t he
field of Islamc thoughts was nade based on the fact that Dr
Mahat hi r had
the correct phil osophy on |Islamin devel opi ng the country.

Dr Mahathir is also expected to be conferred an honorary
doctorate from
Uni versiti Padjajaran (Unpad), a |l eadi ng university in Bandung,
I ndonesi a
on Friday.

Since he retired as Prime Mnister on Cct 31 | ast year, Dr
Mahat hi r had
recei ved two honorary degrees froml ocal universities. Universiti
Teknol og
Mal aysia (UTM conferred the honorary doctorate i n Managenent and
Engi neering while the International Islamic University conferred the
honorary Doctor of letters on the forner Prinme M nister
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