11 MAR 2004

El ecti on- BN ( Per ak)

TWD STATE EXECUTI VE COUNCI LLORS DROPPED, FI VE M NI STERS CONTESTI NG
I N PERAK

| POH, March 11 (Bernamm) -- The Perak Barisan Nasional will
field 35
new faces in the general election but at | east two state executive
counci |  ors have been dr opped.

Five of the newfaces will contest parlianmentary seats and 30,
state
seats wi th Umo having three candi dates for parliamentary and 19 for
state
seats, MCA (five state), Gerakan (one parlianentary, three state),
Peopl e' s
Progressive Party (PPP) (one parlianmentary, one state) and M C (two
state).

Fi ve cabi net ministers, including Mnister inthe Prine
M nister's
Departnent Brig-Jen (R) Datuk Abdul Hami d Zai nal Abidin are
contesting
parliamentary seats in Perak.

Abdul Hami d, who was earlier appointed senator, will stand in
Parit
Bunt ar agai nst the i ncunbent, PAS vice-president, Datuk Dr Hassan
Al

Perak BN chairman Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali is nearly
certainto
retain his post as menteri besar with his re-nonination for a state
seat
but will be shifting fromKenering to Pengkal an Hul u.

"Al'l the names have been approved by BN chai rman Dat uk Seri
Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi . We t hank hi mand al so Gerakan for resolving the
problemin
Bukit Gantang," Tajol Rosli told a nedia conference here today.

The state executive councillors who are dropped are Agriculture
Conmi tt ee chai rman Dat uk Azman Mahal an and Rural and Community
Devel oprent
Commi tt ee chai rman A non Khariyah Mohaned Abas.

However, the fate of Culture, Tourismand Wonen Affairs
Committee
chai rman, Datuk Mazi dah Zakaria, is still not known al t hough her
nane has
been | i sted.

At first Tajol Rosli said the candi date for the Ayer Kuni ng seat
hel d
by Azman was still unknown whil e Mazi dah woul d be standing in Hulu
Ki nt a.

However, after the nedia conference, he announced that the sl ot



for

Hul u Kinta woul d be Il eft vacant for the noment and confirned that
Azman

woul d be repl aced by Tapah Umo di vi si on deputy head Shansuddi n Abu
Hassan.

Wani ta Umo chief and International Trade and Industry M nister
Dat uk
Seri Rafidah Aziz will defend her Kual a Kangsar parlianentary seat
whi | e
Deputy Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Mhanmed Nazri Abdul
Aziz will
stand i n t he Padang Rengas parlianmentary constituency.

The presidents of the M C, Gerakan and PPP will be contesting
parliamentary seats in Perak.

M C president and Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu will
def end
hi s Sungai Siput seat, Primary |Industries M nister and Gerakan
presi dent
Dat uk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k (Beruas) and Deputy Mister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnment and PPP presi dent Datuk M Kayveas wi | |
contest the
Tai pi ng seat whose i ncunbent, Gerakan deputy president Datuk Kerk
Choo
Ting, will nove to Johor.

Tajol Rosli said Gerakan agreed to give the PPP the Tai pi ng seat
foll owi ng strong opposition fromthe Bukit Gantang Umo di vi si on
whi ch did
not want Kayveas to contest there.

"This is just for this election because Umo and Gerakan wi ||
get back
the Bukit Gantang and Tai ping seats in future el ections. The
repl acement
for PPP will be deci ded when the tine cones," he said.

Gerakan will be fielding its Perak Wanita chi ef, Tan Li an Hoe,
i n Bukit
Gant ang whi ch was hel d by Dat uk Abdul | ah Fadzil Che Wan.

Tajol Rosli said nine Umo pro temcommittee chiefs in Perak
wer e not
i sted as candi dates. They included Parit Buntar division protem
chi ef and
former Parit Buntar MP Datuk Abdul Rahman Sul i man.

Anong the new faces were former Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a
deputy
vi ce-chancel | or Datuk Dr Wan Hashi mWan Teh who will contest the
Cerik
parlianentary seat, Perak Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Dr Zanbry Abdul
Kadi r
(Pangkor state seat) and state Special Affairs Departnent director
Kapt (R)

Naj muddin Alias Al -Hafiz (Batu Kurau state seat).

Tanj ong Mal i mUmo Youth chief Khusairi Abdul Talib will stand

in Slim



repl aci ng fornmer state assenbly speaker Datuk Seri Junus Whi d,
Bagan Dat ok
Umo pro temdeputy chi ef Datuk Shaarani Mbhamad i n Rungkup and
Sungai
Si put Umo pro temvice-chi ef Ahamad Faki h Adamin Lintang. Al are
state
seats.

Pasir Sal ak Umo pro temdeputy chief Tajuddin Rahman will
contest the
Kampung Gaj ah state seat, replacing Ai non. Tajuddi n was once
suspended for
i nvol verrent in nmoney politics.

For the Parit parliamentary seat held by PAS, Tajol Rosli said
the BN
was fi el di ng Nasaruddi n Hashi mas he was a | ocal who was active in
t hat
constituency.

Anong the ot her state | eaders re-nom nated were fornmer nenteri
besar
Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib (Pasir Sal ak), Deputy Hone M ni ster Datuk
Zai nal
Abi din Zin (Bagan Serai), former Umo Youth | eader Datuk Zahid
Ham di
(Bagan Dat ok), Maltrade chairman Dat uk Ahnad Husni Hanadzl ah
( Tambun) and
Dat uk Raj a Ahrmad Zai nuddi n Raj a Omar (Larut).

MCA secretary-general Tan Sri Ting Chew Peh (Gopeng) and M C
vi ce-president Datuk S. Veerasi ngam(Tapah) were al so re-nomni nat ed.

Perak MCA chai rman Datuk Ong Ka Chuan will nove to the Batu
Gaj ah
parlianentary constituency while his counterpart in the MC, Datuk
G
Raj oo, will contest in Hutan Melintang.

Tajol Rosli said the BN s aimto make a cl ean sweep of all the
24
parliamentary and 59 state seats mght face alittle problem
especially
with DAP chairman DAP LimKit Siang standing in the | poh Tinor
parliamentary constituency.

He said former prine mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad woul d hel p
in the
canpai gni ng on March 19, especially in Ipoh.
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