30 JAN 2004
UM TO EXTEND COOPERATI ON W TH FOREI GN UNI VERSI Tl ES
KUALA LUWUR, Jan 30 (Bernama) -- Universiti Malaya (UM is

expected to
extend its bilateral cooperation with |eading foreign universities

by

signing up fanobus institutions |like the Ox<ford University of
Engl and, the

Harvard University of the United States and the University of
Beijing in

China, this year.

Its Vice-Chancell or, Prof Datuk Dr Hashi m Yaacob, said the
cooperation,
whi ch i nvol ved research and staff and student exchange, was to nake
UM t he
country's premer researchinstitutein anultitude of fields.

He said UMcurrently enjoyed simlar cooperation with sone 50
uni versi ties worl dwi de, including Canbri dge University of Engl and,
Uni versity of Seoul in South Korea and the University of Tokyo in
Japan.

"The cooperationisinlinewith UMs vision to beconme a top
research
uni versity which functions as the catal yst for teaching, studies and
research for all | ocal higher institutions of |earning," he said.

He was speaki ng after the Special Convocation where former Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was conferred the honorary Doct or
of
I sl ami ¢ Thought (Dl sl anih).

Prof Hashi msai d anong the disciplines which UMwoul d focus on
wer e
nedi ci ne, sci ence, engineering, econom cs and i nformati on and
conmuni cati on
t echnol ogy.
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