17 JUN 2004
Abdul | ah- Unmo
UVNO DI VI SI ONS CANNOT REFRAI N FROM MAKI NG NOM NATI ONS, SAYS ABDULLAH

PUTRAJAYA, June 17 (Bernama) -- Prime M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi sai d today that Umo divisions cannot refrain from
maki ng
nom nations for posts to be contested in the party election in
Sept enber .

Abdul I ah, who is acting Umo president, said that under the
party's
constitution, the Umo divisions, holding their del egates' neetings
bet ween
July 8 and 22, shoul d al so make nomi nations for all the three posts
of
vi ce-presi dent and 25 Umo Suprene Council posts.

"As far as | know, the divisions cannot refrain frommaking
nom nati ons. Secondly, when nmaki ng nom nations, it nust be made in
full.

For instance, we have (posts of) three vice-presidents, we cannot
j ust
nom nat e one. W nust make nominations for all three.

"That's to ny know edge," he told reporters after w tnessing the
si gni ng of a menorandum of agreenment between DRB- H com Def ence
Technol ogi es
Sdn Bhd and Agusta S.P. A of Italy here for the marketing and sal es
of
Agusta helicopters in Mal aysia and the region.

He was comenting on the statenent |ast Tuesday by Deputy Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who i s Umo vice-president
carrying
out the duties of the deputy president, indicating the possibility
of the
Pekan Umo di vision, of which heis the pro temhead, and t he Kepal a
Bat as
Umo division, of which Abdullah is the pro temhead, not maki ng any
nom nati ons due to concern that they woul d i nfl uence the del egat es
at the
party el ection.

Naji b was al so reported to have said that sonme Umo | eaders may
fee
slighted in the event that nomi nations were nmade as it could be
m scont r ued
as support for the nonninated candi dates.

Abdul I ah sai d that the nom nati ons nade by the two divisions
need not
necessarily be indicative of the candidates which shoul d be el ect ed
to the
respecti ve posts at the party el ection.



"W grant all the freedomto our del egates. As for the Kepal a
Bat as

del egates, |'ve never stood up to propose or suggest who shoul d be
el ected
for a particular post. | never give any indication," he said.

When poi nted out that nominations for the vice presidency made
by the

Kepal a Batas di vi sion woul d surely be seen as an endorsenent, he
said
peopl e may see it that way.

"They'll say that. It's sonething we cannot avoid. However, the
decision will eventually be made by the Umo general assenbly where
many of

the del egates will be casting their votes, to nmake their choice," he
sai d.

Respondi ng to a question, Abdullah said that he woul d seek
details from
Naji b hinsel f over the i ssue of the exenption of the Kepal a Bat as
and Pekan
di vi si ons i n maki ng nom nati ons.

"If exenptions can be nade, that may al so be a good idea. But
['1l have
to ask ny division first. Maybe the division is eager to nake
nomi nat i ons.
| just need to ask," he said.

Asked on the call by forner Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad | ast
ni ght for a reviewof the honorariumof RMLO, 000 pai d by Penang each
year
to Kedah for the acquisition of the Penang i sl and and Seber ang
Perai, the
Prime Mnister said that the matter should be referred to the Penang
gover nment .

"l don't know, the Penang government shoul d be asked. That's
nmerely the
view of Tun Dr Mahathir," he said.

Speaki ng at a reception hosted in his honour at Wsnma Darul Aman
in
Al or Star, Dr Mahathir was reported to have said that the anmobunt was
no
| onger suitable at present as the paynent agreenent was made during
t he
British colonial rule.

Asked on the reported requests for additional allocations by
certain
m nistries to i npl enent pl anned programes, Abdullah, who is al so
Fi nance
M nister, said that Mnister inthe Prinme Mnister's Depart nent
Dat uk
Must apa Mohanmed woul d tabl e a paper on the Ei ghth Ml aysia Pl an on
all ocations that were still avail abl e and howt he di sbursement woul d
be



made.

"And the Cabinet mnisters could respond and nake t he
appropriate
decision on the matter," he said.

Abdul | ah said: "W are in the process of prudent financial
managenent
as we have a deficit. As such, there nust be disciplined financial
managenent and t herefore curbs on our expenditure is crucial.

"But | knowthat there are ministries requiring additional funds
as
many projects have yet to be i nplenmented,"” he said.
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