07 JUL 2004
Razal ei gh- Support
UWNO VETERAN DEFENDS KU LI"S I NTENTI ON TO VIE FOR TOP POST

KOTA BAHARU, July 7 (Bernama) -- Umo veteran Tan Sri Hussein
Ahmad
t oday def ended Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's plans to vie for a top post
in
Umo in the party elections in Septenber, saying it is a nove to
keep
denocracy alive in Umo.

He said the recent announcenent by Tengku Razal ei gh that he was
prepared to contest if he was nom nated for an appropri ate post nust
be
vi ewed as one way to further strengthen denocratic practices in
Umo.

The younger set of |eaders in Umo shoul d not m sconstrue Tengku
Razal ei gh' s i ntention, he said.

"Tengku Razal ei gh nade t he announcenent nerely to prove
denocracy stil
exi sts in Umo. Umo | eaders shoul d not ask party nenbers not to
cont est
for president or deputy president's post as vying for posts is a
denocratic
right in Umo.

"I know Ku Li (Tengku Razal ei gh) subscribes to Umo's struggl es,
he is
not after any post in Umo. To me, his actionis nmerely to show
denocr acy
exists in Umo," the fornmer Umo i nformati on chi ef told Ber nang.

Tengku Razal ei gh, who is al so Gua Musang Umo pro tem head,
recently
reveal ed his readiness to go for a "suitable and appropri ate" post
in Umo,

i f nom nated by divisions at their del egates conferences.

Fol | owi ng t he announcement, tal k surfaced that Tengku Razal ei gh
i nt ends
to contest one of Umo's top two posts -- president or deputy
presi dent.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi is the acting
Umo
president while his deputy Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak is perform ng
the
duties of deputy president.

It becanme an i ssue as the suprenme council, Umo's highest
deci si on- maki ng body, had nade a decision that the two posts shoul d
not be
cont est ed.

Tengku Razal ei gh' s statenent triggered conmmrents from Umo
| eaders,



urging himnot to go for the top two posts to avert a split in the
party.

Responding to the | eaders' statenents, Hussein said: "Tengku
Razal ei gh
is aveteran Umo | eader who has gone through the bitter experience
when
Umo was divided and he will surely not want to see a repeat of it.

"Believe me, Ku Li will not split Umo anynore," he said.

(I'n 1987, Tengku Razal ei gh chal | enged Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
for the
president's post and | ost. He then formed Parti Semangat Mel ayu 46,
a
splinter party of Umo.

(He al so went for the deputy president's post in 1981 and 1984
but was
defeated by Tan Sri Musa Hitam.

Hussei n sai d whet her Tengku Razal ei gh vied for the Nurmber One
post in
Umo or otherw se shoul d not be an issue.

"What warrants attention fromUmo top | eaders is the attitude

of many
grassroots | eaders jostling to becone del egates to the extent of
gi ving
rise to nmoney politics.
"I've received informati on noney politics is still being

practised not
only in Kel antan but nationwi de. Many are prepared to "buy over"
party
posts, " he cl ai ned.
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