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Umo- PAS
UWMNO W LLI NG TO WORK W TH PAS TO TACKLE SOCI AL | LLS - ABDULLAH

KUALA LUWUR, Jan 22 (Bernama) -- Umo is prepared to cooperate
with
PASto jointly find pragmatic solutions to issues related to faith,
progress of Muslims and the country, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi said
t oday.
The Prine M nister said: "W can discuss specific matters.
hope we
can di scuss matters that will not create aninosity anong fell ow
Musl i s,
especially issues on Islamc faith.
"l hope this matter will not be turned into a political issue.
"What's inportant is howwe give attention to the progress of
Musl i s
and the nation,"” said Abdul | ah, who is al so acti ng Umo President.
Abdul I ah was speaking to reporters at the Gerakan Chi nese New
Year open
house at Menara PGCRM Present were Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Ser
Najib
Tun Razak, cabinet mnisters and foreign dipl onats.
The presence of former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
and his
wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, turned the open house, attended
by nore
than 5, 000 people, nore nerrier
Abdul | ah sai d this when asked to comment on the statenent by PAS
Presi dent Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang yesterday that his party was
pr epar ed
to cooperate with Umo to discuss issues on serious crinme that are
on the
rise in the country.
"Per haps, we can al so cooperate on foreign policies that are of
interest to our country. We need to jointly defend the policies.
"Inreality, there are signs that both parties can work
t oget her,
especially onissues related to Iraq, Pal estine and Af ghani st an.
"Actually, even all this while there are indications that we can
cooperate on matters li ke Iraq, Pal esti ne and Af ghani st an.
"These are international issues that are supported by Ml aysi ans
of all
races regardl ess of religion.
"I believe we need to have an understanding with all opposition
parties, not only with PAS," he added.
Abdul | ah al so confirnmed speaking to Pal estini an Presi dent Yasser
Ar af at
yesterday on the | atest devel opnents in West Asia as reported by the



Bahrai n News Agency.

"Yes, it (the report) is true," he said when asked to confirm
the wire
service report.

Pressed for details of the conversation, he said: "I cannot
reveal to
you the contents of ny conversation with Yasser Arafat."”

According to the report, the two | eaders agreed to coordi nate
the stand
on the issue of building a separation wall which had been referred
to the
International Court of Justice in the Hague.

It al so said Abdul | ah gave an assurance that Mal aysia woul d
continue to
support Palestinians in their struggle and achi eve the objective of
setting
up an i ndependent Pal estine state in their own | and.

- - BERNAMA

SR AZZ TOM



	UMNO WILLING TO WORK WITH PAS TO TACKLE SOCIAL ILLS - ABDULLAH (Bernama 22/01/2004)

