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UPHOLDERS OF LAWMJST G VE | MPORTANCE TO JUSTI CE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

BANGA , April 30 (Bernama) -- Justice will exist in society if
t hose
i nvol ved i n uphol ders of | aw give i nportance to justice than
anyt hi ng el se,
especi al |y personal interest, said Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oday.
The former prine mnister said prosecutors, judges and defence
counsel
anong ot hers nust be sincere and honest in presenting and revi ew ng
evi dence and argunents presented, and all decisions and puni shnents
must be
made i n accordance with the | aw.
"The ideal situation such as this is difficult to create but if
efforts
are made towards this, the possibility of achieving justice is
greater. The
| aw cannot guarantee justice evenif it is effective in preventing
crinmes
and i njustices frombecom ng wi despread in society," he saidin his
accept ance speech on bei ng awarded an honorary doctorate i n Law by
Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia (UKM here.
The award was presented by the Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negeri
Senbi | an
Tuanku Ja' far Tuanku Abdul Rahman in his capacity as UKM Chancel | or
Al so present were the Tuanku Ampuan of Negeri Senbil an Tuanku
Naj i hah
Tunku Besar Burhanuddin, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Hi gher
Educati on
M ni ster Datuk Dr Shafie Mhd Sall eh.
Dr Mahathir also said the law fornul ated by the | egislature or
f eudal
authority was not necessarily good or just and the puni shnents
i nposed were
usual ly influenced by the culture and val ue systemat that tine.
"During the dark ages in Europe, a thief could be sentenced to
deat h.
But today, the punishment is lighter. As such, the | awthat was
consi der ed
good and just in one period m ght be considered harsh in anot her
peri od.
Thi s neans that governing according tolawis not necessarily good
or
just," he said.
In addition, he said there were al so those in the judiciary who
wer e
not happy with the | aw that was fornul ated and passed by the
| egi sl ature



had t aken steps to deny and cripple it although a constitutiona
denocr acy
had determ ned that only the | egi sl ature coul d nake the | aw.

"The judiciary creates power for it to conduct judicial review
As
such, the people' s right to nake the [ awthrough their el ected
representatives has been infringed and set aside," he said.

He said it was difficult for anyone to exercise control on the
mat t er
consi dering the position of judges, once appointed they were beyond
criticismand action.

"The peopl e cannot repl ace judges, in fact Parlianment and the
gover nnent al so cannot repl ace judges, only judges coul d di scipline
j udges
t hrough a conplicate process whichin practicality is seldomcarried
out,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said that nmedia could also play the role in
determning
whet her governing according to the | aw was practical or not with an
accused
coul d be found guilty or not due to sentinents created by the nmedia
during
the trial.

"The | aw can al so be crippl ed and deni ed through wrong the
interpretation by the party involved in the enforcenent process. For
a
smart | awyer for exanple, there are many ways he can use to defend
the
accused, " he said.
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