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US-Naj i b
US BUSI NESSES G VE THE " THUMBS UP" TO NEW DPM AND CABI NET

By: Sal my Hashim
WASHI NGTON, Jan 11 (Bernama) -- The Anerican busi ness comunity
here
gave the "thunbs up" to the appoi ntment of Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak as
the new deputy prinme mnister and the new cabi net under the
| eader shi p of
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi .
In a Bernama i ntervieww th top executives at the US-Asean
Busi ness
Counci |l here Friday, they agreed that the appoi ntment of Najib, who
is
known by seni or nenbers in the Bush adnministration followi ng his
visit to
Washi ngton | ast year, bodes well for stronger US-Mal aysia rel ations.
Naj i b, who al so hol ds the defence portfolio, was warmy recei ved
by top
officials of the Bush adm nistration including National Security
Advi ser
Condol eeza Ri ce and Def ence Secretary Donal d Runsfel d during his
visit.
Wiile here, Najib was invited to tal k about Mal aysia's defence
and
security at a packed I uncheon hosted by a conservative think tank
Fol | owi ng Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s | eadership of 22 years,
Dat uk Seri

Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi "seens to be very much in charge -- I'ma
little
surprised at how strong Abdul | ah cane out of the gates," president
of the
council, Ernest Bower, said.

"The cabinet reshuffle and the namng of Najib is right. CQur
group is
i npressed at the strong actions taken to i nprove transparency and to
fight

corruption in Ml aysia," he said.

Bower said he did not see Abdull ah sl owi ng down but with a
different
approach - "l ess enphasi s on nega projects and nore on snall and
medi um si zed projects.”

"W see new opprtunities for US businesses in financial
servi ces,
infrastructure, transportation, power generation, biotechnol ogy and
t he
services industry."

Bower | ed senior executives from21 | eadi ng Aneri can conpani es
to



Mal aysia fromDec 7 to 9 where they call ed on Abdul | ah, Najib, Tan
Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassi n, who assunmed the Agriculture portfolio from
Domestic Trade
and Consumer Affairs and Youth and Sports M ni ster Dat uk
H shamuddi n Tun
Hussei n.

Chai rman of the US- Mal aysi a Busi ness Council, M chael Gadbaw,
said the
change in | eadership represented continuity.

"We can work together - the policies are clear, there's no
nystery. W
want to see Mal aysi a devel op and becone a partner in conpeting with
t he
world - with China, Japan, Europe -- this is an exciting tine.

For 2004, the council is lining up several progranmmes to pronote
US- Mal aysi an busi nesses incl udi ng high | evel visits to Mal aysi a,
said Marc
Meal ey, Director of US- Ml aysi a Busi ness Council.

-- Bernanma
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