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US SENATOR S AMENDVENT ON M LI TARY AID TO M SI A THROWN OUT

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, Jan 14 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is expected to receive
t he
full amount inmlitary aid for training programes of US$1.2
mllion
wi t hout any conditions once the United States Congress publish the
For ei gn
Operations Appropriations bill intolawon Jan 20, an anal yst said
here
Tuesday.

Senator Mtch MConnell's amendnent to the senate version of the
bi I'l
to make it conditional on Mal aysia to guarantee religious freedom
particularly to Jews, before it can receive mlitary aid under the
International MIlitary Educati on Traini ng Progranme (I MET), was
apparently
thrown out by his colleagues in both houses when they nmet in
conf erence
last nonth to sort out their differences over the final version of
t he
bill.

The nmove to inpose conditions on Malaysia in the bill was a
knee-j erk
reaction to then Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad' s
controversi al
remar ks about Jews at | ast COctober's Organisation of the Islanic
Conf erence
(AC sunmt in Putrajaya.

Dana Dillon, a Southeast Asian analyst at the Heritage
Foundation, told
Bernama: "We felt it was an over-reaction to Dr Mahathir's words. It
woul d
have been nore appropriate for the senate to condemn t he | anguage
rat her
t han puni sh the whol e country for words expressed by the prine
mnister."

"Mal aysia is a good ally of the US and has hel ped a great deal
in the
war on terror. They (MConnell and his supporters) made their point

by
havi ng t he amendnent in the first place,” said Dillon.

Dillon said the final bill "renoves obstacles for the new prine
m nister" to nove forward i n stronger US-Mal aysi a rel ations.
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