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El ecti on- Ri t hauddeen (News Focus)
"1 WANT TO SEE KELANTAN DEVELOPED BEFORE | DI E' SAYS Rl THAUDDEEN

By: Mohd Bakri Darus

KOTA BAHARU, March 15 (Bernama) -- "Before | die, | want to see
Kel ant an devel oping fast to energe as one of the devel oped states," said
veteran politician and illustrious son of the state, Tengku Ahnad

Ri t hauddeen Tengku | smai |

To achi eve that, Tengku Ri t hauddeen, 75, said the Kel antan peopl e
shoul d make a change by giving the Bari san Nasi onal the mandate to
adm ni ster the state when they cast their votes in the March 21 genera
el ection.

The fornmer Foreign Mnister, who had al so held the Defence, Trade and
Industry portfolioin his career, said he is very di sappointed with the PAS
adm nistration in Kel antan, which has been | eft far behi nd when conpared
with the other states.

"Li ke the other ordinary rakyat, | hope and dreamof a Kel antan state
that is devel oped, in physical and religi ous aspects.
"l amnot an old man...(but) a senior man...| knowthe situation for

have been to so many countries, it is vital that we are not left too far
behind i n termof devel opnent," sai d R thauddeen, who was t he fornmer Menber
of Parlianment for Kota Baharu for several terns.

Tengku Rt hauddeen, |ike the other "sons" of Kelantan, wants to see the
state standi ng shoul der-to-shoul der with the other states in all aspects of
devel opnent, stressing that Kel antan still needs alot of anmenities and

infrastructures |ike roads, school s and hospitals.

The i mage of Kelantan that is usually associated with the poverty of
its people, should be corrected by serious efforts of the state governnent
to eradi cate poverty, he said.

Tengku Ri t hauddeen, who had hel d the post of deputy chairman of the
Kel ant an state Umo Li ai son Conmittee and head of the Kota Baharu Umo
division for 26 years, said his wish as well as that of the Kel ant anese
peopl e could only be realised if the BNreturns to rule the state.

He said the Kel antan peopl e have no choice but to give the nandate to
the BNto return to adm nister the state, and bring back the gl orious days
when the | and was al so known as the "Che Siti Wan Kenbang" state.

He said since PAS took over the state in 1990, Kel antan had not
under gone any changes in terns of devel oprent.

Referring to the BN mani festo "Buil ding A d orious Kel antan" that was
specially directed at the state, heinvited the voters to study and t hi nk
carefully over the BN s offer of a better future.

Tengku Ri thauddeen is certain that the 11-point nanifesto woul d neet
t he needs of all wal ks of life in Kelantan where the peopl e are known for
their strong belief in |Islambecause the mani festo gives enphasis to
efforts to uphold the faith.

On the BN candi dates in Kelantan, he said they are a conbi nation of new
and ol d faces with different academ c and prof essi onal backgrounds,

i ncl udi ng the ul amaks whomt he voters shoul d support.

"The Kel antan peopl e give such a high priority to religion, sothe
m xture of candi dates with high acadeni c and religi ous background and
prof essi onal s shoul d be attractive to them" he said.

He said Umo and the Kel antan BN | ed by Dat uk Must apa Mohaned is
getting stronger because of the strong support of the rakyat.

The Kel ant an peopl e, he said, should not doubt the | eadership and
capability of Mustapa who i s seen as the next Menteri Besar of Kelantan if



the BN were to win the el ections.

"I know who Mustapa i s, he is an honest, disciplined and hard-working

" he said.

"I'f the BN wins, 'Insya-Allah" Kelantan will be led by him(Mistapa). |
see that he is contesting in the state seat of Air Lanas and the
parliamentary seat of Jeli, soif Kelantan can be returned to BNrule, he
will be appointed as the Menteri Besar," he said.

Tengku Ri t hauddeen said in termof religion, thereis no difference
bet ween Must apa and the other state | eaders because Miust apa bel i eves
strongly in Islam

"I know himso well, | have absolute confidence in his ability to bring
the state to a high | evel of devel opnent, and to bring about a nore
conprehensi ve religi ous programme t hroughout the state," he said.

He al so believed that Miustapa woul d be assi sted by a capabl e exco
line-up that can ensure that the state woul d not take too |l ong to devel op.

Ahrmad Ri t hauddeen said the general electionis the best tine for the
peopl e i n Kel antan to change the governnent since the PAS | eaders had
failed to develop the state or to uphold Islamto any obvious | evel

He said he al so foresees drastic changes in Kel antan after March 21.

"Insya-Allah, |, as a senior person, can feel the com ng changes in
Kel antan after March 21. After 14 years under PAS, the peopl e want change
and they are now giving their full support to the BN, " he said.

PAS, he said, has run out of issues to oppose the BN and Umo and to
i nfluence the voters toretain their present |eaders.

"There is no i ssue, the government policies are good, the Anwar issue
(former deputy prinme nminister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahin) is no nore, no
ot her issues," he said.

He sai d t he appoi ntment of Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as prinme
m ni ster to replace Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad | ast Oct ober 31, has won over
t he peopl e of Kel antan because Abdul | ah hi nsel f cones froma renowned
ul amek famly.

"Pak Lah is the son of areligious 'tok guru', an ulamak famly, and
his religious education is deep. The Kel ant anese peopl e want reli gi ous
people... the old peopl e see hi m(Abdul |l ah) as an honest and reli gi ous
person because he is a descendant of religious people,” he said.

Ri t hauddeen sai d these are the qualities of | eaders |iked by the
Kel ant anese people and it is only right that they allowthe clean and snart
| eadership of Abdullah to come to Kelantan by casting their votes for the
BN.
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