24 JUL 2004
Abdul | ah- Terr or
WAR ON TERROR BEI NG WON | N SOUTHEAST ASI A, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernama) -- Prinme M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi said that the war on terror in Southeast Asia is being
won.

"I think we are wi nning that war...not conpletely, but we are
wat chi ng
very very carefully and we believe that soon we shoul d see no nore
threat,"
he said in an intervi ew over the BBC Wrld News today.

Abdul I ah, who is currently visiting Britain, said the world
woul d one
day realise that Southeast Asia was a peaceful region

"I"mnot |ooking for a date to declare victory but when we
achi eve
sonet hi ng and t he whol e worl d knows that the region is peaceful and
t hat
there are no nore incidents that could be regarded as still a
probl em
that's the tinme people knowthat there's no nore such problem" he
sai d.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a had been able to contain the Jenmmah
I sl am ah's
(JI') activities but the novenent was still not destroyed.

"I don't say that they are destroyed, but we are able to contain
that,"
he said.

The prinme mnister said Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a vi ewed t he JlI
probl em
differently, based on their own situation.

"But we know that there are sone el enents of this group (JI)
stil
there in I ndonesia and I ndonesia is working hard to trace them™" he
sai d.

On a different note, Abdullah said the Ml aysi an gover nnent
practised
| sl ambased on noderation, respect for people of other religions and
wi | lingness to cooperate and share power.

This was the progressive |Islampractised in the country, he
sai d,
addi ng: "lIslamis progressive and not anti-progress...|slamshows
t he way
to progress in all fields."

Abdul | ah sai d his predecessor, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, had
decl ared
Mal aysia as an I smalic state and Mal aysi ans of ot her religions had
accepted



it without problem
It was explained to themthat Ml aysia could be ragarded as an
I'slamc
country based on the recognition of its achivenments all these years
but
this did not nean that non-Mislinms were second-cl ass citizens.
"There is no such thing as second-class citizenS...we, the
Musl i ms of
Mal aysia, are in Umo because Umo is the party of the Ml ays, but
al
Mal ays are Muslims and we are sharing power with peopl e of other
faiths and
different ethnic origins.
"Thi s sharing of power is very strong and we are totally
conmitted to
t he sharing of power...we even agreed to put non-Misli mcandi dat es
in
constituencies where there are Muslimvoters and they won," he said.
Asked on the possibility that he m ght ask the Yang di - Pertuan
Agong to
pardon Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim who had been convicted of corrupt
practice
and sodony, Abdullah said he did not intend to interfere because
this was
t he power of the King and i nvol ved judi ci al procedures.
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