18 MAY 2004
Agong- U ama
WORK TOGETHER TO CURB SCCI AL I LLS, ULAMA AND M SSI ONARI ES TCOLD

KUALA LUVPUR, May 18 (Bernama) -- Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku

Syed

Sirajuddin Syed Putra Janalullail today called for a change in the
approach

tocurb social ills fromthat of punishing, blamng others and
"hol di ng

public | ectures”.

I nst ead, ul ama and mi ssionari es needed to work together in
efforts to
prevent occurrence of such social diseases |ike incest and rape of
children, he said.

"Care and affection as well as sincere desire to extend help to
those
ridden with these ills is the dakwah demanded by Islam "™ the King
said in
hi s speech when opening the first sitting of the first session of
the 11th
Parlianent here today.

Raj a Per mai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashid and
Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi were present.

H s Royal Highness said the social ills would be eradicated with
continous and concerted efforts fromall parties.

"Moral deterioration and social ills are el enents which disrupt
har mony

inthe society, race, nation and human civilization," said the King.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin al so called on parents, ulama, religious
teachers, missionaries and Muslimintellectualstojointly share the
t asks
to eradi cate social diseases.

He said the Governnment woul d continue to aggressively explain
the true
Islam c teachings to clear nisinterpretati ons and m sunder st andi ng
of the
religion.

Such m sinterpretations were potential causes of extrem smand
terrori smwhich could split Muslins and destabilise the country, he
sai d.

On the nation's high accident rate which clained many |ives
especially
during festive seasons, the King said Governnment's efforts to dea
with the
pr obl emwoul d be hanpered by conti nued di sregard of road safety by
not ori sts.

On the Governnent's efforts to educate the public, apart from

st eppi ng



up enforcenent and providi ng better infrastructures, the King
sai d, "al
nmeasures Wil | come to naught if notorists do not change their
attitude on
road safety."

On Public Service, he said the sector's |ack of transparency and
ef ficiency could pave the way for m sappropriation and corruption

He said these factors could push the costs of |iving and
producti on up,
affecting the quality of services and products.

This could scare | ocal and foreign investors away and t hr eat en
t he
nation's econom c growth, he said.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin called for the Public Service's delivery
system
to be boosted to ensure efficient, snooth and fair execution of work
in the
sector.

He sai d anong the Government's neasures towards this direction
was the
maj or restructuring of mnistriestotighten their respective
functions and
or gani sati ons.

"This is to provide better services to the people,"” said Tuanku

Syed
Si raj uddi n.

On corruption, the King said despite the probl emnot being
rampant in
the country, it should be given i nmedi ate attention

He said the Governnment had pl edged that all investigations on
corrupti on cases woul d be done transparently and according to the
country's

| aw and order.
On the Menbers of Parlianent (MPs), he said their debate should
have
quality and their active participationinthe parlianmentary sittings
was
crucial to imge of the House and country's denocratic principles.
"Carry out the tasks with the ai mof enhancing the House's
sanctity and
status by uphol ding the spirit of denocracy and with ful
maturity," he
sai d.
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin rem nded MPs to forge cl oser rel ations
despite
coming fromdifferent political parties.
"Thi s shoul d be reflected i n good behavi our especially inside
this
House, " he sai d.
The Yang di - Pertuan Agong al so t hanked forner prinme mnister Tun

Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad for his contributions and sacrificies during his



22-year
| eader shi p of the governnent.

"As a determ ned, strict and visionary | eader, he nmanaged to
bring
glory for the the country and turned Mal aysia into a respected
nation, not
only anong the Islani c and devel opi ng countries, but al so anong t he
devel oped nations," he said.

The Ki ng al so congrat ul at ed Abdul | ah over his appoi ntnent as
Mal aysi a' s
fifth Prime Mnister and for | eading the Barisan Nasional to a
| andsl i de
victory in the | ast general election.
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