31/ 03/ 2005
Mahat hir-Drill
CONDUCT EARTHQUAKE AND TSUNAM DRI LLS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 31 (Bernama) -- Forner prinme mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad t oday suggested that the authorities conduct earthquake
and tsunam drills to prepare the people in the event of such natura
di sasters.

He said Mal aysi ans were not well informed on how to react when struck
by eart hquakes or tsunam s

"The problemin Malaysia is that we do not understand the tsunam as
t he bi g waves have never struck us before (Dec 26)," he said during a
question and answer session with 26 Japanese hi gh school students who are
on a three-day visit to Ml aysi a.

Citing the tsunam on Dec 26 | ast year, which killed nearly 280, 000
people largely fromcoastal communities in the region, Tun Dr Mahathir said
t he huge nunber of casualities was because people were ill-inforned about
such natural disaster.

"The public should be inforned that a tsunanmi is likely to occur after
a ngj or earthquake so that they are aware of such calanity," he said.

"There were people still collecting fish which were scattered al ong the
beach when tsunam waves hit the coastlines (|l ast Decenber). People thought
it was a nornmal day but suddenly huge waves hit the shore, 100 tines bigger
than the normal waves," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the government nust al so give fast and correct
information to the public by broadcasting through tel evision and radio.

He al so call ed on Japan, which has the expertise and technica
know edge, to share its information with other Asian countries on howto
respond when an earthquake or tsunam strikes.
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