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DEWAN RAKYAT DENI ES MOTI ON TO DI SCUSS PROTON | SSUE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernanma) -- Dewan Rakyat today denied an
extraordinary notion noved by Opposition | eader LimKit Siang (DAP-Ipoh
Tirmur) to discuss Proton Chief Executive Oficer Tengku Tan Sri Mahal ee
Tengku Ariff's criticisnms of the governnment's autonotive policy.

Dewan Rakyat Speaker, Tan Sri Ramii Ngah Talib said al though the notion
was on a matter of public interest, it had to be rejected given that the
i ssue was not urgent.

"I amrejecting the proposal according to 18 (2) rules. In ny opinion,
it is not urgent as the Proton issue has been raised, and a full reply
given in the Dewan Rakyat on March 21 to April 23 and June 20 to July 6,
with nine oral and seven witten questions on the autonotive industry," he
tol d the House here.

Rami said on the issue of Approved Permits (APs), four questions were
answered and the matter was al so explained in reply to M Kul a Segaran
(DAP-1 poh Barat) in the Dewan Rakyat on July 5.

He said the government would still have to ensure Perusahaan O onobi
Nasi onal Bhd (Proton)'s survival and its position as the national car so
that it renmai ns conpetitive.

“In fulfilling its commitnent, the governnent took into consideration
Proton's ability to conpete and enhance its quality of production," he
sai d.

Yesterday, Limsubmitted a notion to Rami to hold an enmergency debate
on the Proton crisis.

He said there was a need for the notion to be allowed as it was urgent,
definite and of public inportance due to the serious allegations filed by
Tengku Mahal eel and | ater backed by Proton advisor Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The controversy arose after Tengku Mahaleel in an interviewwth
Oiental Daily, a Chinese | anguage newspaper |ast Friday, said anong ot her
things that Proton was being treated unfairly by the governnent under a
policy that was not transparent and discrimnm natory.

On Tuesday, Dr Mahathir, the brainchild behind the 20-year old Proton
questioned the way Approved Pernmits (APs) were i ssued now whereby there
were several categories of APs, including for specially-tuned up cars.

" I"msurprised that of the 67,000 APs issued | ast year, only 12, 600
were given to 82 conpanies while 54,400 APs were given to 20 conpani es.

" This is not in the spirit of nurturing Bun putera entrepreneurship
whereby it (APs issuance) should benefit a big nunber of people rather than
be concentrated on a few," said the forner prime ninister
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