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DI ESEL SMUGGLI NG FROM M SIA WLL STOP IF PRICE | S H GHER, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Tengku Noor Shansi ah

KUALA LUMPUR, May 5 (Bernamm) -- The smuggling of diesel out of
Mal aysia will stop if the price is conparable with the prices in
nei ghbouring countries, forner Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
t oday.

"If you want to stop snuggling, you have to price the petrol at a price
that is conparable with your nei ghbours.

"I think we all know that the price of oil has doubled from US$28 per
barrel to US$55 per barrel... obviously it woul d have some effect on the
products' price," he said in defence of the governnent's decision to
i ncrease di esel and petrol price.

The government yesterday announced an increase in petrol and diese
prices in view of the heavy financial burden it has to carry with the high
subsi di sing of fuel following an increase in the price of crude oil

Mahat hir said: "If you go to England, you will find that the price of
petrol the equivalent of RW (per litre). So the price here is even | owner
than the price in I ndonesia."

Fol | owi ng t he announcenent yesterday, premumpetrol in Malaysia is now
sold at RML.52 per litre while regular petrol RML. 48.

He al l uded t he rampant snuggling activities in Ml aysia to higher
prices el sewhere includi ng nei ghbouring countries and as well as in the US
Engl and and Japan

He said this to reporters after the launch of a coffee table book "Into
The Ice,” witten by Datin Paduka Sharifah Mazlina Syed Abdul Kadir, at a
hi gh tea function organi sed by PENI AGAWATI or Association of Bum putra
Worren i n Busi ness and Prof ession, here today.

Sharifah Mazlina, who heads PENI AGAWATI's Sports and Recreation Bureau
becane the first Asian Wman to cross the Antartica on a solo ski-sailing
expedition in Decenber 2004.

On the shortage of diesel neanwhile, Dr Mahathir said it was because
subsi di sed di esel nmeant for public consunption was being sold to the
i ndustries at a high profit by petrol station operators.

"Peopl e are taking the petrol which is neant for the notorcar owners to
sell to the industry," he said.

He suggested that the governnent shoul d check the industries whether
they are buying the same anpunt of petrol diesel fromthe usual source or
not. -- BERNANVA
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