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Mahat hi r - Corruption
DR MAHATHI R CONCERNED ABOUT CORRUPTI ON AMONG EDUCATED LOT

BANDAR SERI | SKANDAR, Aug 21 (Bernama) -- Former Prime Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad t oday expressed concern about corruption and power abuse
anong the highly educated and those occupyi ng senior positions in the
government and private sectors.

He said the probl em arose because the educated groups did not believe
i n nobl e val ues.

"Education by itself is dangerous, those who are educated but |ack good
val ues wi Il abuse their power and know edge. The effects (of their
wr ongdoi ngs) will be worse than those (commtted by) the uneducated lot,"
he said in his speech at the fifth convocation of Universiti Teknol ogi
Petronas, here today.

Dr Mahathir, who is the UTP Chancellor, said that it was not that the
nobl e val ues were not incul cated because it had started right fromthe
honme, school and university. There certainly were efforts at instilling
such val ues.

He said corrupt practices occurred because nmany did not consider it as
a crine.

"There are sonme who say what's wwong with taking a little. The problem
is when it beconmes a culture, the little (bribe) becones bigger.

"W will be pressured with the needs that should not have existed in
the first place, to the extent that one even has to pay for a
graveyard...this happens in other countries," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there were countries where corruption had becone a
culture and when this happened, it would not be possible for that
particul ar country to progress even though many of its nationals were
educat ed.

"Al'l expenditure will go up because one has to offer bribes at al
| evel s. The poor citizens will suffer, the people will continue to be poor
and become a burden," he said.

He said the press frequently reported about incidences of negligence,
power abuse and poor adm nistration by those who were educat ed.

The former prinme ninister advised the graduands who woul d becone t he
country's future | eaders not to be hasty in acquiring wealth to the extent
that they did not care how they achieved it.

Dr Mahathir said the graduands should control their desires, uphold
strict discipline and refrain fromcorrupt practices because if the | eaders
thensel ves were corrupt, the followers would al so enul ate t hem

He said that so far corruption was not that w despread in Ml aysia as
the poor still had the opportunity to attend school and the university and
obt ai ned seni or positions as there was no pressure fromcorruption.

Earlier, he gave away degrees to 542 graduands who graduated in
chem cal, civil, electrical, electronics and mechani cal engi neeri ng,

i nformati on and comruni cati ons technol ogy as well as business infornmation
systemin addition to 21 graduands who obtained their masters degree.
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