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Dr Mahat hi r - Langkaw
DR MAHATHI R CONVI NCED TOURI SM | N LANGKAW WON T BE AFFECTED

LANGKAW , Jan 3 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad i s convinced t hat
the tourismsector in Langkawi which was struck by the tidal waves or
tsunam |ast week will not be affected.

"Tourists will continue to cone because Langkawi is an attractive
island and safe to visit," said the fornmer prinme nmnister who was the
architect of the island' s devel opnent into a | eading tourist destination in
t he region.

"In the near future, tourist arrivals nay drop a little because of the
shock over the tragedy but when the situation returns to normal, the
tourists will come back, he told reporters after visiting the relief centre
for victine affected by the tsunam at Sekol ah Kebangsaan Kual a Triang and
Tel aga Har bour Park, here today.

Dr Mahathir said tourists throughout the world were famliar with
Langkawi and certainly nore were keen to conme to the island.

"Everything is functioning as usual in Langkawi, ferry and air services
are operating as usual, no hotel is closed, the power and tel ephone systens
are not affected," he said.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, had al so expressed
his confidence earlier that Langkawi woul d continue to be a preferred
choi ce of tourists although several villages had been affected by the tida
waves, resulting in the death of a grandnother on the island.

Meanwhi l e, Dr Mahathir said he canme to know about the tsunan via the
short nessagi ng service (SM5) while he was in Canada.

He said he was then watching the news on the incident reported by CNN
whi ch had said that Phuket in Thailand and Sri Lanka had been devastated by
the tsunam .

"I was wondering whet her Langkawi or any ot her part of the country had
been hit by the tidal waves. Then at 4 am (Canadi an tine), someone in
Langkawi sent an SM5 inform ng nme that the island had al so been hit.

"I tel ephoned to get nore information to confirmthe news," he told
reporters here.

Dr Mahathir said he was thankful when he cane to know that the
situation in the country was not as bad as in Thailand, Sri Lanka or
I ndonesi a.

"I'f our country had been badly hit, | would certainly have returned
home nuch earlier,” he said, adding that after spending the holidays with
his famly in Canada, he stopped over in Hong Kong and fromthere cane
directly to Langkawi to | ook at the damage caused by the tsunanm.

He said the governnent had taken swift action to assist the victins.

He al so called on the victinms to be patient.

"OF course it's unconfortable staying at the relief centre such as the
school during a disaster such as this one. Be patient," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he had contributed in the formof bottled drinking
water for the victins in Aceh, which were delivered by a G130 aircraft
yest er day.

He said that in a major disaster such as the one suffered by Aceh,
wat er supply nmust be nade available inmmediately to the peopl e because the
wat er there would certainly have been contam nated when the tidal waves
i nundat ed t he area.
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