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DR MAHATHI R EXPECTS POWER SHI FT TO EAST ASI A

KUALA LUMPUR, July 28 (Bernama) -- Former Prime Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today predicted that there woul d be a power shift from
North America and Europe to countries of East Asia in 50 years tine.

"This power shift would result fromthe dynam c peopl e of East Asia,"
he said in reference to the bigger countries of this region, conprising
Chi na, Japan, South Korea, India and "sone" South East Asian countries.

These countri es have a huge popul ati on base conpri si ng har dwor ki ng,
dedi cat ed, cl ever, educated people keen and ready to nove forward, he said
at the luncheon talk entitled "Ml aysia in Asia-Chall enges, Responses and
Qpportunities" at the Third Asia Economi ¢ Summt, here.

Dr Mahathir said the econom c progress experienced by Japan, South
Korea and now China and India had led to this fact.

"There is no doubt that one of the biggest powers in East Asia will be
China. China has a population of 1.3 billion of very clever, very
har dwor ki ng and very abl e people," said Dr Mahathir, who was the Prine
M ni ster for 22 years before stepping down in Cctober 2003.

He said that China would one day grow to becone the bi ggest economic
power in the East with their honegrown technol ogy, researches and
di scoveries that could benefit mankind.

Dr Mahat hir expects that the Chinese now residing in the Wst woul d one
day nove to the increasingly prosperous China and contribute towards the
advancenent of science and technology in that country.

This, he said, was simlar to how Japan energed after the Second World
War, and | ater South Korea where their advancenent in science and
technol ogy started based on what was available in the Wst.

"And when you think of China as a country that is bigger than Europe
and North America conbined, and think of it as having the sane
technol ogi cal superiority as Europe and the United States, then you will
have a fair idea of the role and position of China in the future as an
econom ¢ power and an advanced country in terns of sciences.”

Assumi ng that China' popul ation achieve half the per capita i ncone of
the US of US$20, 000 per annum he said, the country woul d becone
"tremendously rich" and offer big markets for Malaysia's exports |like the
pal moil.

Acknowl edgi ng that China nmay pose as a threat to Malaysia' s electronics
i ndustry, he said, the country's inports of Malaysia' s palmoil was
expected to rise further.

Wth the regi on becom ng nore prosperous due to a richer China, he
said: "The market in this part of the world is going to be the dom nant
mar ket of the world.

"This is where the noney is going to be made. This is where the npney
is spent and anyone will want to sell things to this huge market."

Dr Mahathir also said nobility of people in the future may result in no
one country havi ng one domi nant et hnic popul ation, except for China.

"This is sinply because there are too nmany Chinese to dilute," he said
in jest.

"The world is going to be very Chinese whether we like it or not," he
added.

Turning to China's potential mlitary might, Dr Mahathir said he didn't
believe that China would be too aggressive unless it was provoked.

He, however, said China had the ability to becone a great mlitary



power but had not exercise that power yet.

Unl i ke European countries, he said history had shown that China had
never shown any anbition to conquer, invade or col onise other Asian
countri es.

Instead it has chosen to establish strong trade relationship with these
countri es.

"I don't think we need to be too afraid of China. W should not regard
it as a threat but we should prepare ourselves for a prosperous China," he
sai d.

He felt that China needed to do nore public relations to quash such
negati ve perception (the threat). -- BERNAVA
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