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DR MAHATHI R I N SRI LANKA | N MAY

By: Fei zal Samath

COLOMBO, Jan 29 (Bernamm) -- Forner Malaysian Prinme Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, one of Asia's nost successful |eaders, is heading for Sri
Lanka for the first tine, attending CI MA Sri Lanka's global sumit in May
as its keynote speaker.

Al so slated to speak at the sane Cl MA gl obal |eaders summt 2005,
titled "Passion for Perfection"” is former Pakistani cricket teamcaptain
I nran Khan.

Popul arly known as Dr Mahathir, the former prinme mnister, architect of
Mal aysi a' s econoni ¢ boom has not visited Sri Lanka before, according to a
spokesnan of the Mal aysi an Hi gh Commi ssion in Col onbo.

He said they have not received the official itinerary of the visit.

Dr Mahathir and Khan will be part of an Asian and Sri Lankan busi ness
| eaders taking part in the high-profile two-day summit begi nning May 26 at
the BM CH.

The conference is expected to attract 1,000 attendees at the openi ng,
of which 700 del egates, both |ocal and international, would take part in
the techni cal sessions, ClIMA officials said.

Anpong t he paper presenters are Sri Lankan-born Raj Rajaratnam founder
and Managi ng Partner of the US-based The Gall eon G oup and one of the
bi ggest investors in the Col onbo bourse, Ml aysia's Tony Fernandes,
Director and G oup Chief Executive Oficer of AirAsia Berhad and Sri
Lanka's Priyan Fernando, Executive Vice-President and Chief Operating
O ficer of dobal Business Travel of Anerican Express Conpany.
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