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FUTURE DEPENDS ON QUALI TY DECI SI ONS OF M SI ANS WHO ARE NOW STUDENTS

By: Azman U ang

VEELLI NGTON, March 30 (Bernane) -- Wiether or not Ml aysia can achi eve
its goal of beconmi ng a devel oped country by 2020 depends on the quality of
deci sions to be made by Ml aysi ans who are now students, Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d here Wednesday.

Fifteen years had passed since then prime mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad first announced the "Vision 2020" that ains to catapult Ml aysia
into a devel oped nation and the next 15 would indeed be fraught with
arduous chal | enges and fierce conpetition that would require the country to
devel op a much hi gher |evel of human capital, he told over 100 Ml aysi an
students fromvari ous New Zeal and uni versities.

Abdul I ah, who arrived in the New Zeal and capital city this evening for
a three-day visit, said he realised that wi thout know edge and di sci plined
workers inbued with integrity and patriotism Malaysia would not be able to
achi eve a devel oped country status and this had pronpted himto give far
nore enphasis to the devel opnent of the human capital

"It seens only yesterday that Dr Mahathir first announced the Vision
2020 plan but actually it's already 15 years and we have now conme to the
next period of 15 years before we reach 2020.

"W need to work really hard and we rely on those who are studyi ng now
to step into the very inportant role for the next 10 to 15 years, whether
they are working for the governnent, the private sector or are
sel f-enpl oyed, " he sai d.

"It is these people who are going to nake very, very inportant
deci sions for their conpanies, the governnment and for Ml aysia.

"The quality of your decisions is very inportant. W certainly need
better policies and better inplenmentation in our country. | urge you to
t ake advantage of your being here in New Zeal and where the quality of
education is very good," the prinme mnister said.

Abdul  ah al so told the students to prepare thensel ves to undertake
their future tasks and performthe roles and functions awaiting themin
Mal aysia so that they could all contribute to the country's devel opnent and
future.

He reiterated that he placed a nuch higher prem umon the agricultura
sector to create new weal th and i ncone for Ml aysians in the future and
Mal aysi an students in New Zeal and woul d be in a better position to help
nmoderni se and turn agriculture into a nore dynam ¢ sector back home, given
New Zeal and's worl d-class infrastructure in agriculture.

"Through the convergence of bio-technol ogy and i nformation and
communi cation technology (ICT), the potentials for agriculture in Ml aysia
are trenendous," he said.

The prime mnister said that contrary to popul ar belief, agriculture in
Mal aysi a was not an outdated sector, but one that could contribute very
significantly to the econony, especially via small and nedi umenterprises
( SMES) .

He cited as an exanple a "kerepek ubi" ( tapioca chip) entrepreneur in
Bat u Pahat who now earns over RML nmillion a year and nore and nore such
success stories from SMEs had energed under the governnent's "Farmto
Factory" programme.

Abdul | ah al so spoke of his own conviction of bringing about a
trustworthy, honest and fair governnent.

"The point is that the government mnmust be trustworthy and just. |'ma



Mal ay, a Muslimand |I'myour Prine Mnister. | have to be honest and
trustworthy.

"It is inmportant for the governnment to be just and fair to all. This is
a uni versal value. Wien | nake decisions, ny decisions nust be just and
fair," he said.

The prime mnister said Mal aysia would be a progressive country if
Mal aysi ans, irrespective of race and religion, remained united and treated
each other with goodw Il and respect.

One thing that distinguished the country was the successful formnula of
power -sharing that took into account the interests of all that was
reflected in the Cabinet mnisters being drawn fromleaders fromvirtually
all races, he said.

And he had this parting shot for students: "I w sh you do well in your
studi es. Look after yourselves, don't get into trouble...if you get into
troubl e, your parents will be very sad, | too will be very sad.

"I wi sh you success in whatever you do. Be a good exanple of what a
good Mal aysian is."
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