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Mahat hi r - Gover nnent
| AM NOT BOTHERI NG THE GOVERNMENT, SAYS TUN DR MAHATH R

By: Jackson Sawat an

SI NGAPORE, Aug 18 (Bernama) -- Former Ml aysian prine mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has di snissed the notion that he was still "pulling the
strings" in the current admnistration but said that he had to cone out in
t he open when he was drawn into an issue

"I'ma retired person,” he said in an interview w th Asian tel evision
news channel, Channel NewsAsia (CNA), onits "One On One" interview

pr ogr anme.
"Not true at all. | nmade a resolution on stepping dowm that | would not

bot her the governnent unl ess of course sonehow or ot her, whatever | am

doing...like the present Proton issue...l was drawn into it," he said in

the 30-m nute interview aired | ast night.

El aborating on the Proton controversy, Dr Mahathir, who is Proton
advi sor, said he took a protective stand of the national car as it was
facing an unfair conpetition.

Dr Mahathir had all eged that the uncontrolled i ssuance of Approved
Permits (APs ) to inmport cars by the International Trade and I ndustry
M ni stry had caused the entry of relatively cheap foreign-nmade cars into
the country as well as the mal practice of under-declarati on which had
j eopardi sed the sales of the national car.

The former prine mnister had al so questi oned why the APs were
nmonopol i sed by certain buni putera busi nessnen

As a result of his remarks, the Prime Mnister's Ofice issued a |ist
of AP recipients between 2004 and 2005.

International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, who
cane out in defence of the manner in which the APs were issued, came under
fire fromUmo del egates at the recent Umo general assenbly.

At one stage, there were calls for Rafidah to apologise to Dr Mahathir
over the issue and nore recently, a call for her to resign fromthe post.

Asked in the CNA intervi ew about how serious his exchange was with
Rafi dah, Dr Mahathir said: "Not serious...l only want the facts to be known
because | claimthat the issuance of APs has got a damagi ng effect on
Proton because it creates an unfair conpetition”.

"I"mnot asking for an apology. Al I'"'masking is to give the facts and
figures," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Proton would be able to conpete with foreign-nmade
cars had the conpetition been a level playing field.

"For exanple, these cars are brought into the country and
under-declared to the custons so they are very cheap and because of that,
they are able to give discounts and pronbte and sell these cars agai nst
Proton."

Proton, on the other hand, was burdened with conditions inposed by the
governnent, he said.

"Proton is asked to devel op vendors, to create bum putera agencies in
the country. Al these cost a |lot of nmobney to Proton and because of this,
it is unable to conpete on a |level playing field with international
product s.

"If protonis allowed to build the car without regard for whether the
conmponents cone locally or fromel sewhere, if Protonis free fromhaving to
support | ocal vendors, free fromhaving to create bum putera (busi nesses)
then it can conpete with international cars, no problem" he said.

When t he CNA host asked hi m whether he would all ow foreign conpanies to



take over Proton, Dr Mahathir said: "(If that is the case) then it will not
become a national car".

Not being a national car, it need not carry any burden that is
national, he said, adding that the matter was for the governnment, not him
to deci de.

The interview al so touched on forner deputy prime mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim

When Dr Mahat hir was asked whether the notion that there was no
per manent eneny or permanent ally in politics applied to himand Anwar, Dr
Mahat hir said: "W haven't conme to the stage of inpernmanency yet".

Anwar, he said, had danaged his reputation beyond repair.

"Anybody writing about nme never fails to nmention as if | caught him by
the scruff of his neck and threw himin jail," he said.
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