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| SRAEL DENI ED ME ENTRY TO H DE ATRCCI TI ES ON PALESTINIANS - DR M

MELAKA, May 23 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d today |srae
deliberately stopped himfromentering Jerusal emand Jenin on the Wst Bank
of Gaza to hide their atrocities on Pal estinians.

The former prinme minister said his plans to visit Jerusal emand Jenin
did not materialise because Israel controlled the entire Pal estine.

"Jenin is a place where the Israelis caused nassive destruction and
killed many Pal estinians. That's why they prevented me fromgoing there,”
he told reporters after delivering a keynote address at an internationa
conference on Informati on and Comruni cati ons Technol ogy (I CT) Managenent.

Dr Mahathir, a vocal advocate of an independent and soverei gn Pal estine
State, was asked to comrent on the Israelis denying himentry into
Jerusalemduring his visit to the troubl ed West Bank on My 16.

He was del ayed several hours at the Allenby Crossing fromJordan into
t he West Bank.

The Israeli authorities, who manned the entry and exit points in the
West Bank, clainmed they were not inforned in advance of Dr Mahathir's
visit.

Dr Mahathir said the claimwas a lie as they were notified two weeks
ahead of his visit.

He said Israel purposely delayed himfromcrossing the border by taking
a long time to process his travel docunents.

"When | arrived there, they took nore than two hours, conparing ny
phot ographs and resorting to all sorts of delay tactics to prevent ne from
entering so that | will not be able to return fromJenin by 6pm (loca
time) when the border is closed,"” he said.

He sai d when he changed his plans to go to Jerusal eminstead, he
suddenly received a call, saying that he could not proceed purportedly due
to security concerns.

"By then, it was too late and there was not hing nuch we can do,
Dr Mahat hir who only managed to nmake a stopover in Ranall ah.

He said his initial plan was to visit Jerusal emand Jenin, pray at the
Al - Agsa Mbsque and vi ew t he gol den done.

"I managed to see the donme froma hilltop house at a distance but did
not get to pray at the nosque,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Israelis were indeed cruel as they have segregated
Pal estinian famlies by erecting a concrete security wall through their
villages and sei zed their | and.

"They are an arrogant lot, they build a 30-feet (9.12m) wall not to
separate |Israel fromPalestine...but Palestinian famlies, nmaking them
travel |ong distances through checkpoints when they wanted to neet
relatives in the sane village," he added.
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