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Abdul | ah - Leaders
LEADERS ARE MADE, SAYS PM

By Mbhd Ri zal Razall

PUTRAJAYA, May 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi says,
one of the things that he | earned over the years before he becane
Mal aysia's fifth Premier is that, |eaders are not necessarily born, but are
made.

"On ny own path towards becoming Prine Mnister (PM, | have | earned
many things along the way. One thing that | have | earned over the years is
that | eaders are not necessarily born, but are made," he said.

"Sel f-study, education, training and experience are inportant factors
that build up towards a strong i mrage and personality of a PM" he said when
| aunchi ng t ha Perdana Leadershi p Foundation, the country's | eading
| eadership | earning centre, here today.

Abdul | ah said he was particularly blessed to have had the opportunity
to serve directly under all four of his predecessors.

"I have hunbly | earned the qualities of good | eadership, particularly
t he val ues of amanah (trust), accountability, justice, integrity, patience,
and courage in the face of adversity."

"The wi sdom and experience that | had gai ned under their expert
gui dance and nmentorshi p, has been a powerful source of inspiration and a
resource to help me through my duties and responsibilities as PM" he said.

Mal aysi ans he said, are fortunate that the respective visions and
policies of the country's successive PMs had net the needs of their tine
and shaped the overriding priorities of the country.

Abdul | ah sai d past PMs have al so denonstrated through their visions,
strategi es and how "extraordi nary chal |l enges"” -- chall enges that are uni que
to Mal aysia, often w thout precedent --should be overcone and addressed.

"Begin with (Malaysia's first PM Tunku Abdul Rahman who may have
wal ked the path of India in seeking peaceful disengagenment from our
colonial nmasters (the British and Dutch), but Ml aysia was unique in
forming a nulti-racial government," he said.

Second PM Tun Abdul Razak Hussein he said, had created the nationa
operations roomto nonitor devel opment across the country, while his rura
devel opnent pl an won many accol ades and had been duplicated in other
devel opi ng countri es.

This was foll owed by Tun Hussein Onn who introduced the National Unit

Trust or Amanah Saham Nasi onal which was still in force today, successfully
pronoting savi ngs anong Ml aysi ans of all inconme | evels and races, he
added.

He said, the fourth Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad t hen gave
the nation, anong others, its first national car, a world-class airport and
the world's tallest twin towers, anong others, and set a course for
Mal aysi ans to becone a fully-devel oped nation by the year 2020.

On the Perdana Leadershi p Foundation, which was operational since
Cct ober 2003, Abdul | ah expressed the hope that the country's intell ectua
heritage, would not only be preserved, but researched, devel oped and
presented to the Mal aysi an public to encourage further thought and debate.

He bel i eves the foundation has nade a solid start towards this end by
wor ki ng together with existing institutions to collect, digitise and
archive materials inportant to the nation and to have these resources nade
available to the public via the internet.

"Perhaps there are still nore to do before the foundation can realise
its goal of becoming the prenmiere research and learning institution on



Mal aysi an | eadershi p," he said.

He al so encouraged nore Mal aysians to cone forward to pledge their
support for the foundation, noting that he al so encouraged international
institutions to formresource-sharing collaborations with the body.

Abdul | ah al so reiterated the governnent's endorsenent of the
foundation's vision, objectives and programes and extended t he
governnent's full support to the foundation's programes and activities.

"I believe the foundation's cause is a worthy one and that it seeks to
serve as an inportant |ink between the country's past and the country's
future,” he said.

The foundation, |led by Dr Mahathir as its honorary chairman, is run by
menbers of the board of trustees, which is chaired by Arab- Ml aysi an
Banki ng Group chairman Tan Sri Azman Hashim
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