07/ 07/ 2005
RAFI DAH- LETTER
LETTER TO DR M READY, SAYS RAFI DAH

| POH, July 7 (Bernama) -- Mnister of International Trade and Industry
Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz today said that a letter to former prem er, Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, addressing several issues raised by the Proton adviser in
relation to the country's autonotive policy, was ready.

She said her Special Oficer would be sending the letter to Dr Mahathir
at an appropriate tine.

"The letter is not an explanation but it contains all the facts that
had been (al so) passed on to the Cabinet |ast night," Rafidah told
reporters after "An Evening Wth UMNO Wanita Chi ef" organised by Wanita
Umo Perak at the official residence of the Menteri Besar, here, today.

"After this, there would be no nore addition (to the letter)," she
sai d.

Raf i dah said that she had prepared the letter which contained all the
facts, statistics and information related to the issues raised by Dr
Mahat hir in the nedia.

The Cabinet at its neeting yesterday had directed Rafidah to wite a
letter to Dr Mahathir replying to all the issues raised pertaining to the
governnent's autonotive policy.

A copy of the letter has been also sent to the Prime Mnister and
Deputy Prime Mnister, she said

Speaking to reporters in Kuala Lunpur today, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi said the Mnister of International Trade and I ndustry
"had to reply because the i ssues concerned her nministry."

Anong the issues raised by Dr Mahathir was the concentration of
Approved Permits (AP) on only a few conpani es, the government's auto policy
as well as the entry of foreign cars at very |low prices which reduced the
national car's conpetitiveness.

Dr Mahathir had said this at a press conference called | ast Tuesday
where he defended Proton Chief Executive Oficer Tengku Tan Sri Mahal ee
Tengku Ariff's outburst and criticismof the government's auto policy in an
interviewthe latter gave to Oriental Daily, a Chinese | anguage newspaper

She said the letter contained all the relevant information and the
stand taken on all the issues raised.

Asked if she would be neeting Dr Mahathir on the matter, Rafidah said
that as at this point, she had no plans to do that as she would be starting
her | eave fromtonorrow.

On whet her she woul d be neeting himafter her | eave, Rafidah said that
she was not sure.

On the contents of the letter, she said: "No conment. Pl ease do not
raise the issue any further... ny explanation to Tun (Dr Mahathir) and the
Cabi net is good enough.

"It is not proper to raise the matter in the nedia. Enough..stop

raising the matter. | can use the nedia (to raise this issue) but | don't
want to do that. | have chosen to wite a |letter as requested by the
Cabi net," she said. -- BERNAVA
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