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MAHATHI R DECLI NES COVMENT ON 2004 AP LI ST

By: Mohd Arshi Daud

KUALA LUMPUR, July 28 (Bernama) -- Former Prime Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday declined to make further comments on the Approved
Permts (APs) issue followi ng the rel ease of the 2004 AP |ist |ast night by
the Mnistry of International Trade and Industry.

Dr Mahathir covered both his ears when foll owed by a group of newsnen
to get his comments on the issue.

"No, no... enough,” he said, smling as he wal ked towards his car when
reporters asked himto conmment on the new AP |ist after delivering a
| uncheon address at the Third Asia Econom ¢ Sunmmit, here today.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who was in
Johannesburg on a three-day visit to South Africa, has ordered the issuance
of the 2004 AP list following Dr Mahathir's call Tuesday for the rel ease of
the list.

The list showed that there was not much difference fromthe nanme of
conpani es that received the nbst APs this year.

Asked whether he will give a press conference to reply on the matter,
Dr Mahathir said: "Better not."

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir cracked a joke about the AP issue.

As he spoke about China not having mlitary anbition, he said: "For ne,
| amnot afraid of China. But | worry about people who tal k about
pre-enptive attacks, the rights to regi ne change.

"China | hope will never think about changi ng the regi me of Ml aysi a.
They have a very good governnent here.

"Very considerate. Of and on, APs are given to the wong people,"
drawi ng |l aughter fromthose in attendance.

"Those are minor things," he added. -- BERNAMA
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