27/ 07/ 2005
Mahat hi r - Decl i ne
MAHATHI R DI SAPPO NTS REPORTERS

SHAH ALAM July 27 (Bernama) -- Eager reporters hoping for quotable
quotes fromforner Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad, whose st at enent
on the Approved Permt (AP) controversy yesterday received wi de nedia
cover age, were di sappoi nted today.

They flocked around himand his wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali as the
two were | eaving a gathering at the office of nedia conpany Karangkr af
here, and he initially appeared to wel cone their presence.

However, when a reporter posed a question on the AP, Dr Mahathir
responded: "Don't want-|ah."

The couple then got into their car and drove off.

Dr Mahathir yesterday clained that International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz had m sl ed del egates at the recent Ummo
general assenbly on the issue.

Earlier today, Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah spent time with 50
children who were invited by Karangkraf for the cel ebration of the second
anni versary of its nagazi ne "Bintang Kecil".

They were peppered with questions by the children, who wanted to know
how t hey cel ebrated their birthdays, their anmbitions, their take on
fashi on, the ani mal which they found nost repul sive and the difference
bet ween today's children and those in their younger days.

Dr Mahathir said he had many invitations to mark his 80th birthday, and
the nore cel ebrations he attended, the nore he was reni nded of his age.

In the past, he said, he usually celebrated his birthdays outside the
country acconpani ed by his wi fe and several bodyguards to avoid the fuss.
Dr Mahathir reveal ed he found snakes the nost repul sive animal, a

feeling which he had had since he was young.

Dr Siti Hasnmah said she aspired to be a journalist when she was young
but changed her nmind to take up nmedicine instead after her nother fell ill
and no one could tell what she was suffering from

On the difference between young girls in her days and the present day,
she said children in the past wore whatever their parents picked for them
whil e today's children had magazi nes, television and friends to influence
their fashion.
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