29/ 08/ 2005
Mahat hi r - Knowl edge
MAHATHI R: KNOALEDGE AN | MPORTANT TOOL TO SUCCEED

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 29 (Bernamm) -- Gai ni ng know edge through experience
and |l earning and the ability to utilise it by strategic thinking are
i mportant tools to succeed, former prine mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
sai d today.

A young man of today could be nore know edgeabl e t han an 80-year-old
man if he cared to study the know edge accurnul ated by others before him by
schol ars and observers of the past, he said in his keynote address entitled
"Thi nki ng of the Thinker" at a sem nar organi sed by the Internationa
I sl am c University here

He said that many of the things that Ml aysia did, such as the Look
East policy, were the result of studying the strategi es and the successes
of other countries.

"W | earnt the inportance of nethods, systens, and strategies fromthe
et hi cs of Europeans. But we noted that after the war, the defeated Japanese
were better able to recover than the victorious Europeans," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is honorary president of the Perdana Leadership
Foundati on, said that copying the successful was |ogical but Ml aysia was
able to think who was nore successful and worth copying.

He said others m ght have seen Japan's success but did not think of
usi ng Japan as a nodel .

Dr Mahathir said that during the 1997 financial crisis, the fear of
col oni sati on gal vani sed Mal aysi a i nto thinking and seeking a sol ution that
woul d not only rehabilitate the country's econony and finance but al so
i ndependence.

"After educating oursel ves about the workings of the currency, the way
currency trading is done and gathering all the data, it was possible to
devise a way to prevent access to the currency and put a stop to the
tradi ng.

"The solution was not perfect of course. There was always a risk of
failure. Contingencies had to be prepared. Mich thinking, nuch anal ysis had
to go into the fornul ati on of counter measures," he said.

Touching on Muslins, he said gaining know edge, especially in science,
woul d actual ly strengthen the Unmah and increase their faith in Al ah.

In the era of pioneer Muslimscientists, Islamand the Muslins were
hi ghly respected, they were not oppressed or |abelled as terrorist, hunted
and hounded all over the world, he said.

"Now Muslins are far behi nd because soneone intepreted that only
studying religion would earn us nerit in the "akhirat" (Hereafter). The
m sfortunes in the world nust be ignored, because for us there will be
heaven in the akhirat," he said.

"W can succeed and be strong if we think before we | eap. Not to think
isto fail to appreciate and value this gift. Simlarly, to abuse this gift
and do wong woul d be to show ungrateful ness to the Maker," he added.
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