22/ 03/ 2005

MAHATHI R SAYS DON' T BE TOO NATI ONALI STI C ABOUT ACQUI Rl NG KNOALEDGE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 22 (Bernama) -- Forner Prinme M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d peopl e shoul d not be too nationalistic when seeking
know edge.

He said knowl edge cane in all fornms and | anguages, and sonetinmes the
nati ve | anguage needed to be learned first before the know edge coul d be
acqui red.

"We should not be reluctant to | earn other | anguages because they can
hel p us gain access to the know edge," he said in his speech when openi ng
the abacus and nental arithmatic canpaign at Wsnma MCA toni ght.

The governnent, he said, had decided to i npl enent the teaching of
mat hematics and science in English as it is the universal |anguage.

"W will not |lose our national and racial identity if we speak in
Engli sh," he added.
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