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Mahat hi r - Langkaw
MAHATHI R SAYS LANGKAW | N SAME LEAGUE AS PHUKET, BAL

KUALA LUMPUR, March 1 (Bernama) -- Langkawi is now in the same | eague
as two of the forenost tourist spots in the region, Phuket in Thailand and

Bali in Indonesia, said former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.
He sai d Langkawi , besides being of the same standard as Phuket and
Bal i, al so has unique attractions.

Dr Mahathir, who was the prinme nover in turning Langkawi into a gl oba
touri st destination, said the number of visitors flocking to the island
proved its potential to be a world-class holiday resort.

"I'n the begi nning when we wanted to make Langkawi a tourist island, we
only hoped to build sone small hotels and not huge mari nas.

"But because of the demand, we had to provide nore advanced
facilities," he said in an interview for a 12-part special report on
Langkawi which will be broadcast in the "Warta Perdana" slot on RTMs TV1
fromtonorrow

According to a statenment by RTMtoday, Dr Mahathir said continued
devel oprnent on the island brought nany benefits to its residents.

The special report, titled 'Langkaw ...the seven-generation curse",
will trace Langkaw 's devel opnent froma backwater to a fanobus tourism and
i nvestnent centre in the region.

Legend has it that Mahsuri, a Malay princess, had cursed the island
that it would remai n backward for seven generations after she was
wrongf ul 'y puni shed for adultery.

Uncannily, the island began its rapid developnment to what it is today
after the passage of seven generations of its people.
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