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Mahat hi r - East
MAHATHI R TELLS MALAYSI A TO LOOK EAST FOR PROGRESS

Serdang, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- |If Ml aysia wants to progress further, it
shoul d I earn fromthe successful Eastern nations and not copy fromthe West
which is losing its lustre, forner prinme mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
sai d today.

Citing economc giants |ike Japan, South Korea and energi ng economi c
power houses | i ke China and India, Dr Mahathir said these countries had
proven track records of achieving econom c devel opnent even before the
Eur opeans and Americans i ndustriali sed.

In contrast, he said, the West, where noral val ues were erodi ng, was
not a suitable nodel for Malaysia to follow

"W cannot take the European or the Wstern nodel if we want to
progress. If we choose their npdel, we will be regressing like them The
Eur opean and the Western nodel is not a suitable nodel

"I believe civilisation has flowed towards the East. Progressive
nations are in the East and not in the West," he said in his |lecture thened
"Movi ng Towards A Progressive Society" at Universiti Putra Ml aysia here.

The | ecture series was organi sed by the Rashid Foundati on.

He said many Asian countries, despite their econom c success, nmanaged
to maintain their noral codes, which was inportant for devel opi ng a healt hy
soci ety.

"They are rapidly devel opi ng. The people are well -educated, acquiring
the I atest techonol gi es and have trenmendous capacity to train and to
devel op their econonmi es. They have mastered skills and technol ogy to be
ahead of the West," he said.

China, for exanple, had reserves worth US$1 trillion and was becom ng a
powerful and rich nation in the world, he added.

However, he cautioned that Mal aysia should not copy everything fromthe
East as they too had sonme short comi ngs.

He advised Muslinms to rely on the Quran if they want to achieve
progress as it offers plenty of guidance towards acquiring know edge
-- acrucial tool for devel opnent.

"Muslinms should not reject Islam even if they want progress. The
Hadi th has a | ot of guidance for progress, it tells us to acquire
know edge, " he said, adding that the Muslimworld was once the cradl e of
know edge and abl e to produce renowned scientists and academni cs.

Whi | e sci ence and nmat hermatics were inportant tools for progress, he
sai d, worren should also be allowed to play their role in society.

"I'f Muslims want progress, you can't tell the women to stay in the
kitchen, then you are hal ving your strength," he added.
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