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MAHATHI R URGES MUSLI M5 TO STRENGTHEN PCLI TI CAL AND M LI TARY MEANS

By Ranga Kal ansooriya

COLOMBO, May 26 (Bernamm) -- Former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has urged the Muslimunmah around the world to unite and be
strengt hened both on political and mlitary means to defend their rights
agai nst oppression

"Let us be realistic. Wthout weapons how are we (the Miuslins) going to
def end oursel ves when our |ands are being | ooted and rights are being
violated,"” Dr Mahathir who was honoured this norning by Sri Lanka's Miuslim
community for his contribution for betterment of Muslins worl dw de, said
mainly referring to the situation in Pal estine.

Addr essing the Muslim Council of Sri Lanka that bestowed on its highest
honour Adans Peak Award during a felicitation session in Col onbo soon after
his arrival in the island nation, Dr Mahathir stressed the necessity of
Muslims being united to face the present gl obal chall enges.

Dr Mahat hir commenced his two day visit to Sri Lanka this morning with
a red-carpet wel cone at the Banadaranai ke International airport.

Fi nance M nister Dr. Sarath Amunuganma and Ml aysi an H gh Conmi ssi oner
in Sri Lanka Nazeera Hussein received Tun Mahathir at the airport.

"W (the Muslins) are over 1.3 billion popul ation but anong t he weakest
of the gl obal society. This is due to our disunity. The Muslins are highly
fragnmented and di vi ded which are extrenely detrinmental to the comunity,"
he sai d.

Referring to the situation in the Mddl e East, he said that the
situation had worsened since the absence of good practicing Muslins.

"I was unhappy to see howthe Israelis were treating the Pal estinians
intheir own |and. These things do happen while other Mislins around the
worl d | ook on. Way is this happening? | think because we are not practicing
our religion well," he said.

N. M Aneen, President of the Muslim Council of Sri Lanka urged Dr
Mahat hir to be a voice for Muslimminorities around the worl d.

"In Sri Lanka, Muslins are a mnority and the situation is so in many
countries. W need a | eader of your stature to |ead us and to guide us," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir during his tight schedule in Sri Lanka is expected to hold
meetings with political, business and civil society | eaders in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lankan President Chandri ka Bandar anai ke Kurmaratunga will host a
banquet di nner for Dr Mahathir tonight.

First invited to be the chief guest and keynote speaker at Chartered
Institute of Managenent and Accountancy (CIMA), Dr Mahathir will also
attend the 10th anni versary of Tel ekom Mal aysia's fully owned subsidiary
Dialog GSM Sri Lanka's prenier nobile tel econmuni cati on service provider
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