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Mahat hi r - Race
MALAYS KEY TO FORVATI ON OF MALAYSI AN RACE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

| POH, May 24 (Bernanm) -- Former prime mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad
said today that the success of the Malays in all fields is the key to the
formati on of a Mal aysi an race anong the nultiracial people in the country.

He said that if the Ml ays were know edgeabl e and econom cal |l y
successful and politically and socially strong and were not involved in
corruption, the non-Malays would fined it easier to accept the concept of a
Mal aysi an race.

He said that although the process appeared difficult because of the
diverse society in terns of religion, |language and culture, it would be
nore acceptable to the Chinese, Indians and other races if they could see
the success of the Malays in all fields.

He said this in the Prem er Lecture, entitled "Formati on of Race and
Country" at Universiti Teknol ogi Petronas (UTP) in Tronoh, near here.

Dr Mahathir cited the example of the United States where the success
and weal th of the Angl o- Saxons had pronpted i nmigrants fromevery corner of
the world to accept English as the national |anguage and t hensel ves as
Areri cans.

"W in Mal aysia have yet to forma Ml aysi an race al t hough we want to
be one race. W are now a conbination of races recogni sed as the peopl e of
Mal aysi a, " he sai d.

To a question froma National Service trainee who wanted to know t he
reason for the poor response to the Vision School programe, Dr Mahathir
said the concept was ained at forming a Ml aysi an race but several factors
posed obst acl es.

"In the past, we changed the English schools which were open to al
races to national schools to hasten the devel opnent of Bahasa Mal aysi a but
the problemis that sone people want to m x | anguage with religi on and want
school s which are nore Islamic although religion is taught as a subject,”
he sai d.

He said the enphasis on clothing and ot her things deened |slanic gave
the non-Mislins the inpression that the national schools were for Mislins.

He said that this was a wong approach because Muslins should nurture
the true Islamc ideol ogies and noble values in their hearts and not focus
on the formof Islamal one.

"That's why there are so many social problens in our society, child
rapes, drug addiction and crines involving the Malays. When | was prine
mnister | used to advise but Dr Mahathir was regarded as being un-1slamc,
he sai d.

- - BERNAMA

AR AR JK



	MALAYS KEY TO FORMATION OF MALAYSIAN RACE, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 24/05/2005)

