15/ 04/ 2005
Mahat hi r - Medi a
MEDI A URGED TO KEEP ALI VE | NTEREST ON DI SASTER SURVI VORS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 15 (Bernama) -- Forner Prinme M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday urged the nmass nedia to continue reporting on the
survivors of earthquake and tsunam disasters although the events happened
some tinme ago and were no | onger "hot" news.

He said it was vital to keep the events in the public eye so that
peopl e woul d not forget the survivors and would continue to contribute aid
to help themrebuild their |ives.

Dr Mahathir said this after neeting a young survivor of the recent
earthquake in Nias Island off Sumatra who is naned after the Mal aysi an
| eader.

Mahat hi r Mohamad, a 9-year-ol d orphan, was brought to Ml aysia
yesterday after he expressed a wish to neet the former premer in an
interviewwi th a reporter of Uusan Ml aysia.

The trip was arranged by the newspaper in cooperation with Ml aysia
Airlines and Mal aysi an Red Crescent Society.

At their nmeeting at Dr Mahathir's residence in Sungai Besi, the boy
| ooked shy but managed to pass on a nessage on behal f of the other orphans
at the Panti Asuhan Al -Wasliyah orphanage in Nias to Dr Mahat hir seeking
his help to repair their damaged hone.

Dr Mahathir said he would try to hel p and asked the boy and his friends
to be patient and strong in facing their hardship, and not to | ose hope.

"They have to nmake efforts to study up to university and only then can
they inprove thensel ves and change their fate," he said.

Al so present was Dr Mahathir's wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Al
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