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MAHATHI R- AP
MOVE TO HAVE NEW AP POLI CY GOOD, SAYS MAHATHI R

By Tengku Noor Shansi ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Forner Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d the governnment's plan to announce a new policy for the
autonotive industry and Approval Permit (AP) was a good nove.

Responding to questions fromreporters here today on last nmonth's
rel ease of the AP list, Dr Mahathir said: "I think we should not bother
about that anynore. The npbst inportant thing nowis the policy on AP and
the autonotive industry policy."

The former prine mnister and Proton advi ser today received the MSA
Gol den Jubil ee Sci ence and Technol ogy Award 2005 fromthe Ml aysi an
Scientific Association in conjunction with its International Science
Congress (1SC) 2005.

The award, a recognition of Dr Mahathir's contribution to the country's
devel opnent of science and technol ogy, was presented by M nister of
Sci ence, Technol ogy and | nnovati on Datuk Seri Janal udi n Mohd Jarjis.

Asked at a press conference later if he was going to press for the
rel ease of the 2003 AP list, Dr Mahathir said it was up to the governnent
to deci de.

"I amno longer in the government. | told nyself | should not bother
t he government."

He said he had sought the 2004 |ist because he was the adviser of
Pr ot on.

Dr Mahathir said he saw Proton facing difficulties not only with
regards to the nunber of APs but al so the declared price of vehicles which
were ridicul ously | ow

"Even the cost of materials was al nbst one and hal f of the declared

price," he said.
Asked on whether there was a need for political will by the governnent
to ensure Proton's survival, Dr Mahathir said: "I amquite sure that the

governnent wants it to survive and | don't think that the governnent wants
to kill the Proton industry.”

Dr Mahathir said the government had ventured into the car business at
the right time with only "500 mllion dollars".

"Today, if you want to go into this industry, you require sonething
like three billion ringgit and even then you will not be able to nmake nuch
of a progress,” he said.

Asked on the pressure facing Mnister of International Trade and
I ndustry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz to explain the AP list, Dr Mahathir
responded: "That is not nmy business. | amonly interested in Proton. It is
no | onger nmy Cabinet." -- BERNAMA
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