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MUHY!I DDI N CONFI DENT NEW ELECTI ON SYSTEM CAN TACKLE MONEY POLI TI CS

PERMAI SURI, May 27 (Bernama) -- The proposed new el ection systemfor
Umo will be able to resol ve nany probl ens, including noney politics, which
is said to be happening in the party, Umo Vice-President Tan Sri Mihyi ddin
Yassin said.

He said under the proposal, elections of top party posts done at the
divisional |level, would involve nore nmenbers conpared the system now where
the 3,000 odd del egates to the party's general assenbly chose candi dates.

He believed that if the systemwas introduced, those contesting woul d
not be able to use noney to gain votes as far too many people were invol ved
in the process.

"Having the el ections at divisional level will help eradi cate noney
politics," he told reporters after opening the Umo Setiu del egates neeting
her e today.

He was asked to comment on forner prem er Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s
concern that corruption was begi nning to becone an open culture in the
country, including in political parties.

However, Mihyiddin, who is also the Agriculture and Agro-based
I ndustries Mnister, said he was in the process of getting feedback on the
matter froml eaders and menbers.

It would then be brought up to the party's managenent before being
submtted in the formof a draft to the Suprene Council, he said.

"This is a major change and will take tinme to prepare. It also involves
anmendnments to the party's constitution.

"I don't think it can be inplenmented next year, but if the Suprene
Council asks ne to expedite it, | will," he said.

Besi des the new el ections system Mihyiddin said studies were al so
bei ng made to anend several other aspects of the party, including the
Di sci plinary Board.
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