10/ 07/ 2005
Abdul | ah- Aut o
NATI ONAL AUTOMOTI VE POLI CY TO CONSI DER NATI ONAL CARMAKERS' VI EWS

JOHOR BAHARU, July 10 (Bername) -- The views of all players, including
the national carmakers, will be taken into consideration in drawing up the
national autonotive policy, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi
sai d today.

He said a Cabi net paper on the industry was distributed | ast week to
m ni sters who woul d need two weeks to study it.

"The policy will take into account matters connected with the national
car industry. That is unavoi dabl e.

"W have to decide on how rmuch protection to provide the national car
i ndustry, how far we want it to devel op and progress, and what |evel of
capability we want to achieve," he told reporters after closing the Johor
Umo convention

Abdul I ah said the matters concerning the national car industry had not
only been voiced by Proton adviser and forner prem er Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad but al so those involved in the marketi ng and assenbling of
vehi cl es.

"W will study all the views," he said.

On the issue of Approved Pernit (AP) for inported cars raised by Dr
Mahat hir, the Prime Mnister clarified nmedia reports today quoting himas
saying that he considered the issue as resol ved.

Abdul | ah said he was referring to the action of International Trade and
I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz sending a |letter explaining the
i ssue to Dr Mahathir.

"What | meant was that Rafidah had carried out her duty as the mnister
concerned to explain what Tun (Dr Mahathir) had rai sed. Rafidah gave her
expl anation so that there would be no confusion and doubts regardi ng the
i ssue.

"The letter was witten and sent, and that was what | neant by saying
it was resolved. But concerning the national autonotive policy, that is a
separate matter," he said.

Dr Mahat hir had questioned the | arge nunber of APs granted to sone
conmpani es and the inport of foreign cars for sale at very | ow prices which
reduced the conpetitiveness of Proton cars.

Earlier in his speech at the Umo convention, Abdullah said a huge gap
currently existed between the governnent's aspiration to help Mal ays and
t he success achi eved.

He said this gap was caused by a small nunber of people who betrayed
the trust of the governnent, especially in the granting of contracts and
permts and distribution of shares neant to i nprove the ot of the Ml ays.

"We give licences and permits to themto increase the participation of
bum puteras in certain sectors and simlarly with shares but they do not do
their work and instead sold or rent their |icences and pernmts to others,"”
he sai d.

Al so present at the convention were Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghan
O hman, who is the Johor Umo chief, and Agriculture and Agro-based
I ndustry Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin, who is the party vice
presi dent.

- - BERNAMA

MH  CTL



	NATIONAL AUTOMOTIVE POLICY TO CONSIDER NATIONAL CARMAKERS' VIEWS (Bernama 10/07/2005)

