07/ 04/ 2005
MAHATHI R- BUSI NESSMVEN
PAY BACK LOANS I N TI ME, TUN MAHATHI R ADVI SES BUSI NESSMEN

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has cal |l ed
on Mal ay businessnmen to pay back their loans in tine to keep their dignity
intact, and maintain the trust given to themby others at all tines.

The former prime mnister said that when these businessmen do not pay
back the | oans, taken fromthe banks to do their business, other Ml ays
woul d becone victins and have difficulties getting bank | oans.

"Many banks ask if the borrowers seeking their |oans are Ml ays or not.
This is because many Mal ays are in debt but do not want to pay back their
| oans such as the Mara | oans," he said when officiating the 30th annua
general neeting of the Malay Chanber of Commerce Mal aysi a Kual a Lunpur
her e today.

Tun Mahathir who is also a Grand Fel |l ow of the chanber, said that the
debt probl em anong Mal ay traders was al so due to t hem havi ng hi gh anbitions
but | ow capital anount.

"I'f they have a capital of RML, 000, they want to undertake a
RMLO, 000- project, if they have RMLO, 000, they want to do a RMLOO, 000
project and if the capital is RMLOO, 000, they want to undertake a RML
mllion project," he said.

Tun Mahathir said it was al so i nportant for Ml ay busi nessnen to
mai ntain their reputation as traders who woul d honour their word.

"For instance, if they cannot afford to carry out a contract, they
shoul d not take up the contract. Only if they can, they should take it up
I f they cannot, they should not take it up and then end up selling the
contract to soneone el se,” he said.

QO hers would trust the Malays if their work reputati on has earned the
trust, he said, adding that Ml ays, |ike other all other races, would have
to have sincere values to succeed.

He al so advised themto stay away fromcheating to succeed in their
busi nesses.

They believe that other races are successful because they have been
cheating and therefore they too try to cheat, he said.

"There is no denying that nmany have seen success by cheating, but
cheating woul d not bring everlasting success,” he pointed out.

Theref ore, busi nessnmen shoul d avoid practices that are not good and
instead hold on to the better and noral ones, he said. -- BERNAMVA
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