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PM APs
PM DI RECTS RAFI DAH TO PUBLI SH FULL LI ST OF AP HOLDERS

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

JOHANNESBURG ( South Africa), July 27 (Bernama) -- Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul  ah Ahnmad Badawi today directed M nister of International Trade
and Industry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz to publish the full |ist of Approved
Permt (AP) holders to avoid negative perceptions fromthe public.

"Okay publish all, publish all. There's no need to keep. Wy shoul d we
keep. If by keeping we create negative perceptions, that's not right,
that's wong," he told the Mal aysian nedia at the end of his three-day
official visit to South Africa.

He said this in response to allegations fromforner Prinme Mnister Tun

Dr Mahat hir Mohamad that the governnment did not issue the full list to the
publi c.

Raf i dah, who was at the press conference, said that she woul d publish
the full list including those owni ng show oons.

In a quick response, the Mnistry of International Trade and | ndustry
rel eased the Iist of 2004 AP hol ders in Kuala Lunpur

Earlier at the press conference, Abdullah said that he had no intention
of not publishing what had al ready been nade publi c.

"The list was the latest until 2005 and the public has seen the |atest
list. If there's anything that has been |l eft out inadvertently, then we
woul d furnish further. But Rafidah would be in a better position. | have
gi ven and published the list on that day," he said .

The prime minister said he was | ooking at the AP issue from ngjor
aspects.

"W may have to review the policy and introduce stricter regulations on
the i ssuance of open APs to prevent abuse. They should be inporting cars
and selling cars and not selling APs," Abdullah said.

On the franchise APs, he said that the government would al so have to
review the issuance in the interests of the future, but said that he was
not in a position to announce the details on the matter.

As for Proton board' s decision not to renewits Chief Executive Oficer
Tengku Mahal eel Tengku Ariff's contract, he said it was the board's
deci si on whi ch was properly nade.

On Tengku Mahal eel ' s successor, Abdullah said that the new CEO woul d be
experienced and one who had served about 12 years with Proton.

"We'll see who's going to be the CEO. It will not be a foreigner. Don't
start specul ating,"” he said when asked to conment on tal ks that a foreigner
m ght be appointed to repl ace Tengku Mahal eel .

Abdul I ah said that clarifications on the matter should be nade by the
boar d.

"They will know the answer. | would give the board the benefit of the
doubt. The board rmust act in the interest of Proton as the national car
manuf acturer. They nust have the interest of the national car at heart,"
the prenmer said.

"They nust ensure that there's been progress by Proton. That is
certainly what | want to see. Details of the managenent are matters for

themto decide. | will |eave themto make the best of decisions in the
interest of the board.
"They may have nmany reasons for whatever they have done. | would |ike

to rem nd themand nake this statenent, that deci sions nmust be nade in the
i nterest and progress and devel opnent of Proton."
Tengku Mahal eel is on | eave effective July 26 prior to his retirenent



on Sept 30, 2005.

Fol | owi ng the decision to terni nate Tengku Mahal eel's contract, Proton
appoi nted Dat uk Ki sai Rahmat, who was Director of Qperations and Dat uk
Kamar ul zaman Darus, Chief Executive Oficer of Proton Tanjung Ml i m Sdn
Bhd, as joint operating officers to run Proton Hol di ngs Bhd effective July
26.

Later, after the press conference, Rafidah told reporters that she was
too hurt to reply to Dr Mahathir's allegations. -- BERNAMVA
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