13/ 08/ 2005

PM SAYS CALL FOR ABOLI SHI NG APs PERSONAL OPI NI ON OF RAFI DAH

SHAH ALAM Aug 13 (Bernama) -- International Trade and |Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz's statement yesterday calling for approved
permts for car inmports to be abolished is her personal opinion, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw sai d.

"That is her personal opinion. | don't take it into account,” he told
reporters today after visiting the environnment data centre that neasures
air quality and is run by Al am Sekitar Ml aysia Sdn Bhd.

Rafi dah reportedly said the APs system shoul d be abolished as it
conflicted with the Wrld Trade Organi sati on agreenent.

The AP issue was raised by former Prine Mnister and Proton advi ser Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad who questioned the | arge nunber of APs issued to a few
bum put era busi nessnen.

Dr Mahathir also said the i ssuance of APs to inport cheap foreign cars
was undermi ning the conpetitiveness of Proton in the donestic narket.

Abdul | ah said the mass nedi a shoul d "accept" the decision of the
Cabinet to take over fromRafidah's mnistry the task of fornulating the
Nati onal Autonotive Policy which would determ ne the way APs were awar ded.

"Wait for it," he said.

The policy is expected to be announced next nonth.
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