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PROTON ADVI SER LAMENTS | NFLUX OF FOREI GN CARS

PUTRAJAYA, May 25(Bernama) -- Proton Hol di ngs Bhd advi ser Tun Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad today | anented the | evel of inportation of foreign cars so
much so that there seens to be no nore protection for cars nmade by the
nati onal car manufacturer

The former prime minister said that cars were even being inported from
countries which did not allow Proton into their markets.

"They are freely sold in Malaysia. Here, we find every make of car. You
don't see this thing in other countries," he told reporters after attending
a function at the Perdana Leadershi p Foundati on here.

He said the reason why Proton's share of the market was goi ng down was
easy to understand.

"I't is going down because you are inporting so nany foreign cars. And
believe that to inport, you need to have the APs (approved permts). They
are giving APs apparently quite freely.

"The Chinese car is comng, Chevrolet cars made in Korea are here, lots
of Korean cars are coning. The idea that we should protect the national car
is no |longer there," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Proton understood that it nmust conpete with other car
manuf act urers.

"We shoul d conpete, of course, but others are not letting Proton go
into their country that freely.

"W allowthemto bring in (cars) freely but when you go to their
countries, do you see a lot of Proton cars? No," he said in driving home
the point on what Proton was up agai nst.

Dr Mahathir also said that Proton cars were not that costly now.

"If you take away the excise duty and all that, it should be very
cheap. But we can't go there (to other narkets).

"But everybody cones to Mal aysia, anybody who wants to sell any car
will come to Malaysia," he said sarcastically.
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