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PROTON CHAI RVAN MEETS DR MAHATHI R OVER MAHALEEL | SSUE

PUTRAJAYA, July 4 (Bernama) -- Proton advisor Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
today net the national car manufacturer's chairman, Datuk Azl an Hashi m
over reports surrounding Proton's chief executive officer, Tengku Tan Sri
Mahal eel Tengku Ariff.

Speaking to reporters prior to the neeting at the Perdana Leadership
Foundati on, here, he said: "I amgoing to see the chairman and I would |ike
to ask hi mwhat happened. "

Dr Mahat hir was abroad when several major newspapers reported that the
board had al | egedl y gi ven Tengku Mahal eel a showcause letter to explain his
recent remarks, criticising the governnent's handling of the autonotive
policy in an intervieww th a Chinese newspaper, Oiental Daily.

"I know a little fromthe newspapers and all that, but | need
confirmation. | can't make a coment based on newspaper reports because
sonetine you all report sonething el se.

"So | have to find out what is the true situation," said the forner
prem er, who was instrunental in the formation of Proton.

Asked whether he had read the interview given by Tengku Mhal eel , Dr
Mahat hir said: "I don't read Chinese but | read the NST (New Straits
Ti mes) . "

The newspaper had carried excerpts of what was purpotedly said by
Tengku Mahal eel to Oriental Daily.

As to what he thought about the interview (based on the NST report), he
qui pped: "That is what the newspaper said. | don't know whether he said it
(or not)."

Meanwhi | e, Azl an who went into the neeting at 2.30 pmtoday, cane out a
little after an hour.

Asked on the outcone of the nmeeting, he refused to say anything but
that "it is not sonething that should be discussed with the nedia."

To whet her Proton would hold a press conference, he also did not say
anyt hi ng. -- BERNAMA
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