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ABDULLAH- PROTON
PROTON | SSUE SETTLED, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi believes that the issues raised by former prinme mnister Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad relating to the autonotive industry and Proton, and
replied by International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Aziz, are settled.

"l believe so because expl anati ons have been given,
whet her he considered the matter to have been settl ed.

He al so confirnmed that the letter had been sent to and received by Dr
Mahat hir, who is al so the advisor to Proton.

"(However), | amnot going to reveal the content (because) the letter
is for Tun (Dr Mahathir)," he told reporters after delivering a keynote
address at a workshop on the inplenmentation of |slamHadhari at nationa
| evel here today.

The Cabinet at its neeting on Wednesday had asked Rafidah to wite a
letter to Dr Mahathir replying to all the issues raised pertaining to the
governnent's autonotive policy.

Copies of the letter have been given to the Prine Mnister and Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

Anong the issues raised by Dr Mahathir was the concentration of
Approved Permits (AP) on only a few conpani es, the governnment's autonotive
policy as well as the entry of foreign cars at very | ow prices which
reduced the national car's conpetitiveness.

Dr Mahathir had said this at a press conference called | ast Tuesday
where he defended Proton chief executive officer Tengku Tan Sri Mahal ee
Tengku Ariff's criticisms of the governnent's autonotive policy in an
interviewwith Oriental Daily, a Chinese | anguage newspaper. -- BERNAMA
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