29/ 07/ 2005
Raf i dah- Reporters
RAFI DAH CONTI NUES TO AVO D REPORTERS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 29 (Bernama) -- International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz today continued to evade reporters who
have been "pursui ng" her since Tuesday when former Prinme M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad al | eged that she had not told the truth on the issue of
Approved Permits (APs) for inporting cars.

Efforts by reporters to interview her at her mnistry here today again
met a brick wall when security personnel kept journalists away.

Reporters were told that Rafidah, who is al so Wanita Umo Chief, was
havi ng a cl osed-door neeting with Wanita Unmo exco nenbers on the sixth
floor of the mnistry building.

"Sorry ... where are you fron? The Press? This is a cl osed-door
neeting, reporters are not allowed in," a security personnel said when a
reporter tried to take the |ift to the sixth floor.

However, this did not danpen the spirit of sonme reporters who chose to
wait for the neeting to be over.

Three hours | ater, several of the exco nenbers who were earlier seen
entering the building, including Datuk Dr Norraesah Mohamad, were seen
| eavi ng. Rafidah was nowhere to be seen

Yesterday, on her return from South Africa after acconpanying a
del egation led by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi on a
visit to the country, Rafidah was reported to have been whi sked off in a
wai ting four-wheel drive vehicle when reporters tried to approach her.

When in South Africa, Rafidah was reported to have chosen to remain nmum
when asked to comment on Dr Mahathir's statenent regarding the APs. Wen
pressed, she only said, "God is ny witness" and "Ask the Prinme M nister"

In his latest claim Dr Mahathir, who is al so advisor to national car
maker Proton Hol di ngs Bhd, said that besides not providing a conplete |ist
of AP recipients, Rafidah had also mnisled del egates on the issue at the
Umo Ceneral Assenbly | ast week.

Fol I owi ng that, the governnent Wdnesday nade public AP recipients for
2004, in addition to the 2005 list that was rel eased earlier.

Newspapers today reported Dr Norraesah as saying that Rafidah and Dr
Mahat hir shoul d neet to resolve the issue.
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