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US MAY USE PROXY TO ATTACK | RAN, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 16 (Bernamm) -- Forner Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has predicted that the United States may use a proxy to [aunch an
attack agai nst Iran over the nuclear issue.

He believed the US would urge Israel to bonb Iran's nuclear facilities
just like what the Tel Aviv regine did to Iraq initially before Washi ngton
| aunched the full-scale war in Iraq.

"US seens to want other people to fight for them" he told reporters
here in response to questions on the devel opnent of the Iran-North Korea
nucl ear issues.

The US, he said, would attack |Iran because it thought that the latter
had no weapon of mass destructions although such allegation were nade
agai nst Tehran.

"They attacked Iraq because they know I rag has no weapon of nass
destruction," he told reporters here today.

However, Dr Mahathir strongly believed that the US was unlikely to
attack North Korea al t hough Pyongyang had openly declared that it possessed
nucl ear weapons.

"North Korea, the agenda is different. It is not just weapons of mass
destruction, there is also this elenment of hatred against Miuslim There is
areligious element in this thing. If it is non-Muslim the US will not
attack," he said.

Furthernore, he said the US woul d exercise a litle bit nore careful in
handl i ng the North Korean nucl ear issue because the country could do a | ot
of things with its weapons of mass destructions.

The US, he said, believed that it could do anything it liked to the
Musl i mcountries for several reasons.

Firstly because Muslimcountries were divided, secondly there were sone
Musl i m countries which supported the US agai nst other Miuslimcountries and
finally because Miuslimcountries were incapable of retaliation, he said.

He said the only retaliation the US m ght face was from
non- gover nment al bodi es such as Al - Qaeda which resorted to acts of terror

Dr Mahathir reiterated that the solution to the war against terrorism
whi ch was nmade by himsince 1983 was to | ook at the root causes of al
these acts of violence follow ng the decision to take Pal estine and give it
to the Jews and expel the Palestinians fromtheir own country wi thout any
conpensati on.

However, he felt that powerful countries would not act in settling the
root causes of terrorismbecause they wanted to uphold Israel at any cost
even if the whole world were threatened with terrorism

This was due to the Israelis having a strong hold on the nost powerful
nations, he said.

Musl i mcountries on the other hand woul d continue to fight and sabot age
agai nst each other, contributing to a worsening of the situation

"The Muslimworld should go back to Islam The teaching of Islam The
fundanental teaching of Islamthat all Muslins are brothers and Muslins
shoul d not kill another Muslim" he said.

Dr Mahathir doubted that the Pal estine-Israel ceasefire agreenent woul d
wor k because he had his doubts over Israel's conmtnment.
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