17/ 05/ 2005
Pal estine-Visit
VI SI TS TO PALESTI NE HI NGE ON | SRAELI PERM SSI ON

PUTRAJAYA, May 17 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysians can visit Pal estine provi ded
they are allowed to enter the occupied territories by the Israelis who
control the entry points, a Wsnma Putra official said today.

"I should think that the Pal estinians woul d nost wel cone those who
visit themto see for thensel ves the sufferings of the Pal estinian people
under Israeli occupation.

"But it all depends on the perm ssion fromthe Israelis before one is
allowed to enter Pal estine," he told Bernama when cont acted t oday.

The official said such visits would not nean that Ml aysia recogni sed
the Jewi sh state.

The Israeli governnent banned former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad fromentering Jerusalemduring his visit to the West Bank
yest er day.

Reports fromthe West Bank city of Ramallah quoted hi mas saying that
he was visiting the Wst Bank as a show of solidarity with the
Pal esti ni ans.

Dr Mahathir admitted that it was not easy to visit Pal estine as he had
to face del ays and was not pernmitted to go to Jerusalem hone of the
Al - Agsa nosque, the third holiest site in |Islam

He was al so barred fromtouring the northern West Bank city of Jenin to
see first hand the destruction suffered at the hands of the Israelis
foll owi ng years of Pal estinian upri sing.

Dr Mahathir drew the ire of the Jews when he said before retiring as
prime minister in 2003 that they ruled the world by proxy, getting others
to fight and die for them

Mal aysia has no diplomatic ties with Israel and has strongly backed the
quest of the Pal estinians for a homel and.

The official said Wsma Putra was waiting for a report fromthe
Pal esti ni an enbassy here whi ch should provide nore details about the entire
i nci dent.
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